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TOM TAT NOI DUNG TAP 42

TAP 42: CHUYEN DU HANH KY THU
Nguoi ké chuyén:
Rachel va Marco
Noi dung:

Nguoi Chee mat bao cho Hoi Animorphs thong tin bon Yeerk da
dua vao san xuat hang loat thiét bi cung cap Kandrona xach tay — mot
quyét dinh loai bé diém yéu duy nhat ctia bon chung, do6 la phai dén
viing Yeerk moi ba ngay mot 1an d€ nap ndng luong sdng. Hoi quyét
dinh tdn cdng nha may san xuat cua bon Yeerk. Tran danh thanh
cong, nhung dén phut choét, khi dang hoan hinh, cac thanh vién trong
Hoi bi mot cau nhoc chup 1én bé’mg mot chi€c may chup hinh st dung
mot [an. Cau nhoc nay song trén lau 5 cua mot chung cu sap sé€ o
ngoai vi thanh phd. Jake ra Iénh Hoi chia nhau ra theo ddi va tim cach
18y lai chi€c may chup hinh.

Chua 1y lai dugc mdy chup hinh, Hoi Animorphs phai duong dau
voi moét rac roi méi. Bon nguoi ti hon Helmacron quay tré lai Trai dat
tim 14y bang duoc chiéc hop bién hinh dé nap nang lwong cho phi
thuyén da bi hong cua bon chiang. Trong lac truy dudi bon ching,
chang may Rachel huych té Marco, dan dén viéc 1t Hermacron chui
vao trong ngudi ctia Marco qua duodng 16 mii. Véi thao tac khéo 1éo
cua Ax, con thuyén cta bon Helmacron dugc stta chita va Marco da
st dung tia thu nho ctia bon ching chiéu vao dam ban c6t dé€ ho cé
thé dé dang chui vao co thé minh. Khong ngo, it Helmacron da choi
manh, ching chinh thiét bi trede khi roi tau khién co thé cua nhom
ban Animorphs tré nén nhoé xiu, nho hon ban than bon Helmacron rat
rat nhiéu lan.

Bién hinh, hoan hinh lién tuc, nhém 5 nguoi ban cua Marco da cé 1
chuyén du hanh ky thd dudi theo bon Helmacron khong cho bon
ching tdi duoc tim cua Marco.

Trong khi d6, véi 101 dan cua Jake “tuyét d6i khong duwoc bién

http://tieulun.hopto.org



hinh”, Marco mot thAn mot minh [an tdi nha th.%mg nhéc dé€ 1ay lai
may chup hinh nhung da bi con ché cua cau nhoc ngoam chay mau cd
tay, budc phai bé cudc Ian 1. Dén t6i, Marco quay tro lai. Lan nay, vi
vap phai tiéng nguoi vao phong, Marco budc phai chui vao tu quan ao
va bién hinh thanh gian. Qua trinh bién hinh xong xudi ciing la luc
bon Helmacron tién sat duoc tdi tim ctia Marco. Chang na tia Nghiét
vao tim cau khién cau roi vao hon mé sau. No6i noéng, cam gian vi 1a
Helmacron da giét chét ban minh, Hoi Animorphs da quyét tam tan
cong va da bat dwgc nguyén ddm Helmacron lam tu binh va hanh
quan ra khoi co thé gian-Marco, tién hanh cudc trao do6i: nang luwong
hop bién hinh véi viéc tra lai kich thwde ban dau cho ca hoi.

Vi Marco da chon gian d€ bién hinh, ma gian lai 1a loai con trung
kho bi gi€t chét nhat, nén voi su ¢d gang kéu réo cta tit ca 5 nguoi
ban, Marco da hoi tinh va kip hoan hinh vao phut han dinh cu6i cung.

Nhan vat quan trong:

Hoi Animorph: Jake, Marco, Rachel, Cassie, Tobias, Ax
Nhitng loai tha méi dwgc thu nap:

Jake:

Marco:

Rachel:

Cassie:

Tobias:

Ax:

Nhitng 16t hinh dwoc st dung;

Jake: Cop Siberi, Ca, Chim ung peregrine, Ca map dau bua.
Marco: Khi d6t, Gian, Mong bién.

Rachel: Voi, Dai bang dau bac, Gau xam, Ca map dau bua.
Cassie: S6i, Cu, Ca voi lung gu, C4 map dau bua.

Tobias: Hork-Bajir, Ca map dau bua.

Ax: Diéu mudp phuong Bac, Ca map dau bua.
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Chwong 1

Toi la Tobias, cling la mot con quai vat cta tu nhién. Ntta nguoi.
Ntta chim. Ban thay r6i tri chwa? Pung lo, ttr tir r6i ban sé€ hiéu va
quen thoi.

T6i bay lwon Vong veo phla trén khu rung Khoéng khi ddc quanh
lai. Bao sap tdi r6i. Bay gio mdi x& chiéu ma bau troi da den thti,
khong khi nang trich. Gid, mua va may tang tich dang un un kéo vé
hwéng thanh phd.

T6i can phai kiém chut gi an trude khi con bao ap dén. Toi doi.
Nhung thuyece t€ la toi luon phai ki€m thirc an. Cudc song ctia mot con
chim san moi la vay ma. Ldac nao cling cén cao mudn an.

Déi 1am réi.

O, mot con chudt chiii dang thap tho ngoai ctra hang, s¢ sét hit hit
khong khi am. Chac chan né ciing dang c6 y nghi giong nhu t6i: danh
phai phét 16 con thinh nd cta thién nhién d€ lam day cai bao t& truedce
da. Nhung ma, so v6i nd thi toi ding ¢ hang cao hon trén nac thang
thyc pham.

Toi ép chat canh lai, chuan bi lam mot ci b6 nhao. Gid rit ha suot
ngang. Nui, ritng, bau troi chi con la nhiing vét 1oa nhoa. Tat ca moi
thi, triv con chudt, déu chao dao, rung rinh.

Mong vuot chia ra phdp manh vao co thé con moi, siét chat va ngay
1ap tiec bat dau rat can sy song cda no.

Han ban dang ty hoi khong biét canh tuwong d6 nhu thé nao phéi
khong? Ban hay hinh dung nhuw the nay hen: Bau chat tay cta ban vao
mot trai dao chin nadu dén do cic ngdn tay cua ban cam ngap xuyén
qua vo, dung rang xé trai dao ra thanh tirng miéng nho, nuét ching,
khong can nhai. P6, mét con chim san moi giét con moéi cua no ciing
ttra tira nhu vay do.

T6i b6 xudng con chudt nhung roi lai vt 1én lién.

Tw dung toi chang mang dén chuyén san moi nita.
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T6i la diéu hau va ciing 1a con nguoi. Toi s€ giai thich sau. Ban chi
can hiéu rang con diéu hau phai nudi song con nguoi. Bo la diéu bat
budc.

T6i khong con nghi vé viéc giét chdc nira.

D6 1a mot 101 nodi doi.

“Con chim khon khiép! Mi c6 nhdn ra mi dang lam gi khong? Mi cd y thikc
dwgc rang mi sé tro thanh cai g1 khong? Mi sdp bay 1061, ket cirng roi. Mi sé
phdi song doi chim mai mdi...”

Giong ctia mu Taylor — giong cta tén Yeerk tra tan toi dao nay chot
vang lén ong 6ng trong dau toi, chdi tai bop 6c toi, lam cho t6i cam
thay cuc ky bai hoai...

Phach! Phach! Phach! Phach!

Tieng mot chiéc truc thang dang luon sat rat nhitng rang cay, khién
Iii qua hoang hat bay nhao nhéc. Néu la diéu hau that, chac han toi da
cuing chting thdo chay cudng cudng réi. PDang nay t6i lai legn quanh
va dap canh hudng vé phia con 16¢ xoay.

Cac ban cta toi - cac thanh vién trong Hi Animorph, nhitng nguwoi
dang chién dau chdng lai cudc xam lang cta bon Yeerk - néi rang ké
ttr Tan bi bon Yeerk bt 1am tu binh, tdi rat vao vo 8¢ ctia minh qua
nhiéu. Tui n6 no6i dung. Tdi gan nhu quén bang thé gidi xung quanh.

O, khéng chi truc thing ma con ¢6 rat nhidu ngudi bén duwdi, dang
taa ra chiém linh khap khu ring ram rap. Lai con ca nhiing vét banh
xe dia hinh in trén dat. R6i nhitng anh den pin quét loang loang lén
nhitng vOm cay t6i am u, khién cho bon nai, tho nhao hoang ca lén.

Xung quanh mot tram kiém lam gan do6 c6 nhiéu xe cua doi ctru ho
va xe truyén hinh lvu dong dang dau. Toi sa xuong, dap lén mot canh
cay thap dé€ tién bé quan sat.

Mot phu nit toc vang mdc a0 mwa, mot tay cam micro gi sat miéng,
tay kia vuot mo toc bét bét triede mit.

“Bobby Mclntire,” cd hét, cO at tiéng xe c6 am 1, “da bi lac cach day
hai ngay khi cau bé di lang thang xa khu cam trai. Hy vong tim ra cau
con song dang ngay cang mong manh, vi cau bé bi khiém thinh nén
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khong thé dap lai 10i kéu goi cua doi ctru ho. Day khong chi la cudc
chay dua véi thoi gian ma con 1a mot cudc thi gan véi thoi tiét.” Anh
chdp nhang 1én, minh hoa cho 10i c6 ta. “Kelly ng dang teong thuat
truc tiép.” C6 phéng vién ngude mat nhin trdi, van gitt vé mat lo lang
cho dén khi cac dong sy ra hiéu da xong chuwong trinh.

“Ta sé biam vam mi,” lai giong mu Taylor rit 1én trong tam tri toi. “Mi
dieng hong thang trong cudc chién nay...”

T6i bay vé phia bao — vé phia 4nh chép — bay thang vo ving sét

/4 L4 \ A e 2 ~ N\ . 1 o« A?
danh, gié gao. Toi cam thay minh nhuw Lmdberghu bay qua bién
Atlantic. Can dam va manh me. Co 1€ la ca mot ti cam giac anh hung
nia.

T6i mudn cd nhitng cam giac do.

Um, cach day khong lau t6i 1a ti1 binh ctia bon Yeerk. Trong vai gio
véi biét bao dau don, mot con mu Mugn xac nguoi dién khung da
bién doi t6i thanh dia nguc. To6i song sét. Tham chi t6i con nghi moi
ceec hinh da két thac. Toi khong nhan ra rang ngay ca khi tw do roi,
nhiing don tra tan d6 van chang hé cham dut.

Con nguoi ta van thuong nghi nhu thé day. Nhiing ai chua ting bi
hanh ha c cho rang khi nhitng vét thwong thé xac lanh lan thi ca con
nguoi ho cling lanh lan luén. Hoan toan sai lam.

Nhung don tra tdn ct rot vao tri 6c ban nhitng 10i 1€ nhu: "May so
va may yéu dudi." "May nghi may kiém soat dwoc ban than w? A ha!"
"Hay nghi ngo ban than di. Hay lo lang, hay tu van, va hay so hai di!"

Pau don thé xac co thé sé khién duoc ban xudi theo nhiing 10i
thuyét phuc ay.

Trong thoi gian bi cam tu, thinh thoang tri 6c toi bi day vo bdi
nhiing ky ttc, nhitng hinh anh vé tat ca nhing lac toi yéu dudi, hoac
toi ctt cho la minh da ting yéu dudi.

Nhu lan dau tién toi ¢ trong viing Yeerk.

Ngay ltc nay day, tri 6c t6i quay vut vé véi nhiing canh tuong ctia
l[an dy, 6 Co quan dau nao cua la Yeerk, vé véi nhitng am thanh soi
luc buc ctia viing Yeerk xam xit, ddc quanh vang doi khap khu mai
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vom dwdi long dat. D6 1a noi bon Yeerk thye hién cai cong viéc dé tién
nhat trong tat ca nhitng cong viéc ghé todm ctuia chung: dui dau ban
vao trong ving bun d€ mot ké trong bon chiing — mot sinh vat ky sinh
ngoai hanh tinh cé hinh tht nhu mét con sén khong 16 - chui vao 6c¢
ban qua duong 10 tai.

Bon Yeerk siét chat quanh bd 6c ctia ban, bon rat sy twe do cua ban.
Chung diéu khién moi suy nghi va hanh dong cta ban, lam cam nin
moi tiéng kéu la, gao thét dau don va gian dir cua ban cho t6i khi ban
chang con gi ngoai phuc tling kiép nd 1é cho bon chting. Ban tré thanh
mot con rdi ngdc nghéch, mot tén tay sai bat ddc di ctia d€ ché Yeerk,
mot hiém hoa cho toan nhan loai.

Nhitng diéu nay, han 1a gio day, cho téi ltc nay, ban déu da nghe
qua roi, phai khong?
bung! Doang!

Mot tiéng sét xet qua, thay toi vé véi thyec tai, trong khi mot nira dau
¢ t0i van con chu du 6 viing Yeerk vao céi lan dau tién ghé ron ay.
Toong teng, cam mat vao vach d4, cau nguyén khong bi ai phat hién
ra, cing mat tim mot cai hang 1én cot dé tim thdy mot duong thoét
than, qua mat duoc bon thu ha ctia Visser Ba.

<Tobias dau r6i?> T6i nghe thay tiéng cua Rachel vong lai tir noi
nao doé xa xam lam.

T6i dd bién hinh thanh diéu hdu dudi do bao lau v6i ta? Mot gio ndam muroi
phuit hay mot gio nam mueoi ldm phut ta?

Bao lau r6i?!

Dam ban t6i — nhitng thanh vién khac trong hdi Animorphs, Rachel,
Cassie, Marco, Jake - déu da thoat ra ngoai ca roi. Tui n6 di chuyén lat
l1éo va né dugc nhitng trai cau lira cuia tén Visser, 1an khoi viing, quay
tro lai treong an toan qua can phong d€ choi.

T6i da xai 16" han dinh cho phép chiea ta? Toi dd ¢ trong 16t hinh bién hon
hai gio dong ho chwa ta?

Khong thé nao, khong thé c6 chuyén t6i da bién hinh lau hon gidi
han thoi gian cho phép. Khong. Toi sé bi mac ket mai mai trong hinh
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hai mot chu chim.
Mot chu diéu hau duoi do doc lap, tu do va don ddc.
Mai mai.
Nhitng hinh anh vé cudc séng la nguodi - nhitng hinh anh u am -
van lap day tam tri to6i: ba di ding dung va 6ng duwong nat rugu.

Chot mot cai gi d6 manh hon, ruc r& hon ndi lén trong tam tri toi.
N6 16i kéo toi. Mot con song cua. ..

Cai gi? Luc do - vao dung thoi diém ma toi chi con lai cé vai ba giay
trong thoi han hai gio dong ho - t6i da cam thdy gi nhi?

Yéu dudi hay manh mé?

"Mi sé khong bao gio biét,” Taylor ndi. "Mi sé khong bao gio biét mi la ai
hay mi la cdi gi khi ta xong viéc voi mi.”

Can phai tim ra Bobby Mclntire. T6i d€ méac cho luong khi nong dua
minh lén.

Tén t6i la Tobias. Toi la mot con nguwoi. Toi cting la mdt con diéu hiu.
Néu ban muoén tim th gi trong khu ring nay, tot nhat ban nén hoi
toi.

Khong ¢6 gi lot khoi mat tdi ca.
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Chuong 2

bung! Doang!

Sét thi mic sét, toi van dang lén cao. Ba chuc mét. Cao hon nita. Qua
lan swong moéng, ca thanh phd va nhitng day ndi nam gon trong tam
mat toi.

Cong vién quoc gia trai dai phia dwdi rong dén do cd thé di dao
nhiéu ngay lién ma khong hé gap ai. Lung suc mot cau bé tir trén tryec
thang khac nao tim cdy kim trong dong rom. Ma dong rom lai dang
uot nita chit!

Nhung chang lo, thién nhién da ban ting cho tdi mot cap mat tinh
twong nhue 6ng nhom tia hong ngoai. Toi thdy s¢i day giay bi dut ctaa
nguoi di dao, thdy cht chim tc d6 mdi no, va ca bai phan nai nhé xiu
ntra kia...

"Mi la mot con chim chét tiét!” giong Taylor cit ong ong trong tai toi.

Lang lé nhu mot con tau luon, phi co do tham-t6i vdi hai sai canh
rong lén quét khap luot bén trén ring cay.

Nhitng ngwoi ban cua t6i, nhitng thanh vién Hoi Animorphs la mot
dam nhoc ti, dtra nao cling biét dén hoang t&r chinh chién vi dai nguoi
Andalite — FElfangor. Voi toi, tui n6 cung c6 mdt ¢ cong truong bo
hoang, cung ching kién cai chét cta 6ng, cung ti€ép nhan cong nghé
cta nguroi Andalite dung dé€ chién dau chong lai bon Yeerk - kha nang
trd thanh bat ky con tht1 nao sau khi cham tay vao chuing. Tui né dang
ngdng cho toi 16 mat dén trang trai nha Cassie. Tui toi c6 hen nhau
hop mat tai d6 sau gio hoc. Néu mudn dén kip, toi phai bay vé hudng
dong.

T6i lang 1€ lwon nhdp nho trén cac ngon cdy, quanh ria phia Tay cta
khu riing, theo vét banh xe cua ddi ctru ho hét bua ra r6i tu lai trong
pham vi ntta ddm ctia quang rung thua. T6i tin day la noi cudi cung
nguoi ta thay thang bé. Qua la mot noi xuat phat tdt. Téi nhao xudng
chitng mwoi lam mét, nhay pham phdp qua cac ngon cay, lung kiém
manh moi.
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Chang thay gi hét.

Mot hat mua 16t triing canh t6i. A, khong, ba giot dung vao to6i nhu
bom doi.

Mot tran cudng phong day bat toi 1én khong, xa khoi nhitng vét tich
cua doi ctu ho. Doi canh dap nhu dién dua toi vé phia dam lay, téi
mot dong sudi can.

Mua van bay léo chéo nhu dan vai lam t6i nhé t6i céi trd son bi ma
chu Ax kéo t6i lam cung. T6i ghét mén ay, nhung do lai 1a mot trong
nhting hoat dong hiém hoi chung toi cung lam. T6i sap phai ngtng
thoi. Mua bat dau nang hat roi... Thinh linh, mt nhang do in trén nén
nau — mot manh vai sac so mang vao bui mam xoi.

Dung vay.

<Bobby?> Téi goi bang giong truyén y nghi. <Né&u em & dudi d6 hay
ra ddu cho toi biét.>

T6i suc sao khap cac ngon cay, coi ky ting tac dat. Khong co gi ca.

Gi6 rit chin chit. Mot cong cu caa than chét dang hoat dong. Thé
roi... mot dau chan... cia mot dira tré.

<Bobby?> T6i lai goi. <Néu em nghe tdi goi hay vay tay di. Hay
nhtic nhich, di chuyén cting dwoc.>

Co céi gi do lay dong khe khé trong bui ram. Lai lay ntta. T6i dao
vong dap xudng. Mot cuc dat sét bay thang 1én khong, suyt nita trang
mo toi.

<Tuyét 13m, Bobby. Gioi 14m.>

Phai ha minh gan nhuw sat rat, t6i méi nhin thay cai ho khong 16 do
dat sut ma Bobby dang ¢ trong. C6 1€ phai mat ca thang, may ra may
nhan vién cttu hd médi c6 thé phat hién ra, bdi ndé nam khuat dwdi
nhirng lum cay um tum.

T6i nhin xudng Bobby dang ddo dac kiém noi phat ra giong truyén
cua toi. Mat cau bé sung bup lén vi khdc, ban tay tray lac vi cg leo
bam lén thanh khe nit thang diéng, tron tudt. Nudc da ngap lap xap
téi mat ca chan cau bé, va mot dong 1t dang trén duong kéo tdi. ..
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<T6i s& mang em ra khoi day,> toi v vé, roi chot ngung bt vi nhé
ra minh chang c6 16t hinh bién nao c6 thé kéo cau bé 1én. Lt Hork-
Bajir cd thé sé lam cau bé bi thuong vi nhiing ludi guwom, va lai toi
cting khong mudn dé€ cau bé thady mot sinh vat la... <Bobby, t0i s€ tro
lai ngay. Sé 6n th6i.> Mot anh chdp ngoan ngoeo thap sang ca khu
vuc lén. Khong hay r6i...

Cudc hanh trinh quay tro lai tram kiém 1am chac chan la chuyén
bay té hai nhat trong doi toi. Mwa quat tdi tap. Gid toc tiing soi 1ong.
Nhung khd nhat 1a khong khi ngudi ngat, ngudi nhu trong ta dong,
khién toi phai dap canh trdi chét. Khi téi noi, ting soi day chang, timng
6 co bap ctia toi cang cting 1én.

Qua ctra s0 t6i thdy hau hét doi ciru ho da tu tap vé day, dang lau
kho nguoi va swoi am, chuan bi 1én duong thuc hién mot cudc tim
kiém mdi, wét 4t hon va cyc nhoc hon. To6i chot d€ y dén mot nguoi
dan 6ng dang bo than tho, dang ngdi trén mdt stc gd bén ngoai, mic
cho mua udt sing. Co vé nhu 6ng dang trong doi mot phép mau xay
ra. Hang chit trén tdm bang tén deo truoc nguc ong dée “MclIntire”.
Chac la cha cua Bobby r6i! Anh mat 6ng buon ruoi ruei, dan chat vao
day nti dang kia.

T6i sa xudng cach 6ng vai tdc, chang hé nghi dén hau qua cta viéc
minh lam. <Nghe nay,> t6i néi bang y nghi. <Nghe c6 vé dién ro,
nhung t6i biét ong dang r6i tri. Tdi cd thé dan dng t6i chd Bobby.>

Trudc mot con diéu hau biét noéi, han 1a mot nguoi binh thueong sé
la thét va ta hoa bd chay, sé dua long ban tay lén xoa thai duong dé
xua dudi ma quy, hodc sé c6 nhitng dong thai mudn giét con quai tha
ay ntra kia.

Phan 16n moi ngwoi khi d6i mat véi nhitng thuc t€ ky quac nhu vay,
thuwong phan ting theo kiéu dé. Nhung cha Bobby lai khac. Méi dau
ong c6 vé bang hoang, tron mat quay nhin tit phia hau tim ra noi phét
ra tiéng ndi caa ké pha roi, dang choc gheo minh. Nhung khi sy ngac
nhién qua di, 6ng nhanh chong 1dy lai binh tinh.

“Duoc,” 6ng quyét dinh. “Dan dwong di.”

C6 thé 6ng nghi minh mat tri, nhung theo tdi, 6ng chang thém d&m
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xia toi chuyén khdc (du la néi chuyén voi ngroi ngoai hanh tinh). Cai
chinh la 6ng mudn tim lai cau con cung ctia 6ng.

Do 1a sttc manh cta tinh phu ttr... cdi ma tdi chwa bao gio dwoc thuec
sy ném trai...

Toi chuyeén tr cay nay qua cay kia, ding lai ting chap d€ cho ong
McIntire va ba nguoi kiém lam di kip. Trong khi chi duong cho ong
bang giong truyén riéng, toi cd git khodng cdch an toan véi may
nguoi kia, va ¢ khong d€ minh lot vao tam nhin ctia ho.

Bobby dang ¢ trong mot khe nit. Muwa dang gian dit d6 xudng,
chay len vao khe nitt, i 4m nhut mot con ran déi khong 16. Nhung 16
tai kém cdi cua Bobby khong nghe thdy gi hét.

“Mi sé chét, Andalite,” giong tirc t6i cua Taylor lai dng lén, rit vao
dau toi.

<Vuot qua ngon doi ay,> toi chi dan.

Khi t6i dinh, t6i kinh ngac muc kich mét diéu ky diéu. Mwa xé dat
da bén phai, bén trai tui toi, nhung bén trén cai hé Bobby roi vao...
that khong tin n6i... Mot hanh lang nhitng dam may khong mua, véi
hai dau mut cua chiéc cau vong lam duong ranh gidi.

T6i ct nghi rang canh twong ay 1a do tri 6c toi tao ra. Moi viéc
khong thé bién chuyén tot nhu thé nay. Chua bao gio cd viéc gi nhw
thé nay truede do. Taylor sé khong bao gio d€ mot viec nhuw vay . . .

<Bobby!> T6i goi bang y nghi. Nudc da dang dén dau gdi cau bé.
T6i dau trén mot canh cay thap, quan sat nhitng nguoi kiém lam 16i
cau bé 1én chd an toan. Tdi cam thay long lang lang khi nhin Bobby d6
sum trong vong tay cha, run rdy, nhung vi sung suéng chi khong
phai vi sg.

Cha Bobby ngang 1én nhin t6i, vé biét on hién lén trong 4nh mat
ong.

Pa tiing bao gio c6 mot viéc ban thyce hién hoan hao dén d¢ ban
cam thdy nhu bay bong khoi mat dat chwa? Cam giac cta toi lac nay
day dung la nhw vay do - va tuyét voi lam sao, t6i c6 thé bay, bay thuc
su.
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T6i bay khoéi khoang dat khong mua, lao vé phia trang trai Cassie.
That sang khodi lam sao khi duwoc phdng 1én khong trung nhw vién
phi cong trong cudc trinh dien nhao 10n, pho bay hét nhiing mang
miéng tinh xao lam ding tim khan gia. Toi chiic dau xudng, san sang
nhéng 1én khi con cach mat dat mot gidy. Va roi. ..

Mot con dai bang ltra, to gdp doi toi, lao tdi rin rit nhw mot cai chuy
khong 16. ..

RAM!

Xung quanh tdi, moi vat bong tro nén téi den.

Ngay ca mot co hoi né, toi cing khong cé luon.
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Chuong 3

“Chu diéu hau nay s€ cam thay canh minh bi sao ngay thoi. Du c6 la
anh hung thi khi tinh giadc cht ta cing sé dau lam d6.”

T6i biing mat day. Qua nhiing thanh I6ng, t6i thay hai nit bac si thu
y mdc ao choang trang. Mot nguoi toc vang va mot nguoi toc nau.
Trén tai ao nguc cta ho théu chit Dwong Dwong Dai Hoc.

“Chi coi Chim Than c6 can thudc té khong?”

T6i dudi canh va méng vudt ra. Canh phai khong phan tng. C6 dau
va veo. Con dai bang ltra da nén cho t6i mot ct troi giang. Ky te vé vu
va cham van con khién tim t6i nay thon thot: Su so hai, sw xau hg, tinh
quyét liet trong viéc phan chia lanh tho.

“Khoi can, em da cho né mot liéu du dé chu ta thay dé chiu cho téi
tan sang nay roi. Hay, no thic roi kia. Da thdy kha hon chua, 6ng diéu
hau?” Co6 toc vang noi, vé do danh doi voi tha hoang dang bénh.

C6 th€ thdy rang ca hai cd bac si dang lam phién t6i. Song, trén thuc
t€, voi mot con kén kén xdu xi ¢ Iong ké bén va mot con diéc trang
thoi tién st 6 bén dwdi, cach hai 16ng, t6i lai thdy vui ming vi duoc
nghe giong ndi ctia con nguoi.

Khong biét bao nhiéu thoi gian da qua di r6i? Hom nay la thir may nhi?

“Doc cdi tit Ion nay chwa?” Co6 toc nau hoi toi, cit nhw la tra 10i toi
vay.

C6 d6i khi, khong phai 1a luon luén dau nha, néu nhu ban thuc sw
rat mudn c6 cau tra 1oi cho nhitng cau hoi ctia minh, me vi tru sé dap
ng yéu cau cta ban.

Co ta cam trong tay to bao budi toi, n6é xac nhan t6i ngti mé kha lau
roi. “Nguoi Cha Khang Dinh Con Diéu Hiu Dia Dan Dgi Ciru H§ Téi Cho
Cidu Bé Mit Tich.” C6 mim cwdi véi t0i roi két luan. “Chu la con chim
dé do!”

Hai c6 thua y cuoi khic khich. Ho khong hé biét la viéc nay chang cé
gi dang cwoi ca. Ho khong hiéu...
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Ngay ltc do, trong oc t6i chot 16e 1én mot y nghi. Thoi roi, toi da x6i
lén mot cau chuyén giat gan. Nhing tua bao trang nhat... toi da ngat
Xiu... s so ho chét nguoi... néu bon Yeerk ma tim thay toi trude thi...

That ngu qua di!

Bat ct khi nao ¢ tin vé mét con tha lam diéu la ky, thi bon Yeerk
quan tam lién. Véi chung, bat cit con vat kha nghi nao cing déu co
kha nang la “bang thao khau Andalite” gia dang.

Té hai qua. Toi dang nghi gi thé nhi?

Ban be t6i cling s& kiém toi. Toi da gay rai ro cho chinh minh. Bang
viéc cd gang chong lai bong ma Taylor, toi da 16i kéo ban be vao vong
nguy hiém.

Ngu qua. Ngo nghéch qua!

T6i can phai bién hinh! Bién hinh d€ di khoi trude khi. ..

O khéng. Téi khong thé bién hinh truéc mit miy cb tha y nay. Va
lai, rat nhiéu camera gan moi ngdc ngach can phong sé ghi lai tat ca.

Ai sé tdi tim t0i tredc day?

“Chi ta 1am gi thé? Dap canh ha? E, dau 1dm a nha. Tudt bang bi
gio. Nhanh lén, Chloe. Chung ta phai cho 6ng diéu hau nay mot chut
thudc me.”

Phuc thudc nga cho t6i u? Khong dwoc. Toi voi nam oach trd lai
san, im re. Vay la khong bi tiém thudc mé ntra...

Chac chan s& c6 hai nhom Itung kiém t6i. Hai nhém sé& nghiém tuc
doc nhitng dong tit trén bao.

Nhém th nhat: bon ban toi.

Va nhdm thi hai: ké thu cta toi.

“Thoi khoi,” ¢d toc vang bao. “Cha ta im ro6i kia. Chu sé on thoi. Em
khong biét nhu vay nghia la sao.”

“Chim Than a, con nguy kich qua r6i. Ching ta sé gap lai cha vao
sang mai nhé.”

Ho dinh roi khoéi day u? Ho sé bo t6i o lai day!
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Tai sao tat ca moi ngroi déu bo di? Tai sao...

Hai c0 bac si tha y budc ra ctra, tat nhitng bong den huynh quang
trén tran va khoa tréi ctra lai.

Ho vé nha ddy ma. Ho c6 nha dé€ ma vé. Ho dé€ t6i mot minh ¢ lai
day, doi mat véi dinh ménh.

Can phong lanh 180 va hoang vang. Nhiitng con chim bénh kéu la
quang quac hay gu trong béng toi.

T6i chi con lai mot minh. Tat ca nhiing gi toi ¢6 thé lam duoc la...
cho doi.
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Chwong 4

Am thanh kho khdc lay t6i bing tinh khoi gidc ngti chap chon. Toi
nhin dong ho treo twong, 1:12 sang, roi ddo mat tim kiém nguodn phat
ra tieng dong.

Giay sau, anh kim loai sang lén lam 16a thi lyc diéu hau cta t6i. Khi
nhin lai duoc, toi thay chi€c dong ho trén tuong kéu leo xeo roi boc
hoi bién mat...

Déng sau ctra, nhitng budc chan ram rap, hdi ha nén dai trong hanh
lang. Tiéng budc chan ctia bon Hork-Bajir.

Ctta phong mo bung.

Pang chiu! Piang chiu!

Nhiing than hinh ddy guom cao hai mét hai xdc vao! Toan bd
camera da bi tia Nghiét bing sach.

Chang con thoi gian d€ bién hinh nita! Téi nép vao cudi long, cd
gidu cai dudi dé di, gia bo nhu minh khong cé ¢ do.

Chting tia dén chd t6i tic thoi, quac mat chtri bsi va di sting vao
dau toi.

“May la cta ta, Andalite!” Mot ga Hork-Bajir sdc mui hoéi thoi quat
thao. "Ta s€ duoc Visser Ba khen ngoi."

Ga nay chic chin chwa & trén Trai DAt duwoc bao 1au. D€ duoc Visser
Ba khen ngoi cling giong nhw ¢d gang dap tat mot dam ltra chi véi
mot cdc nude. Nhung toi cing khong hé c¢6 y dinh dap tat ao tudng
ctia han.

Han nhéc bong cai [6ng nhét tdi 1én va chay ao ra ctra, khién t6i xdc
nay dit doi. Bon 1au la bu xung quanh han, tay 1dm 1am vii khi, mat
mii tron tritng. Chung céng thang di chuyén vao hanh lang, canh
chiing can mat, mac du ching dau cé can...

Pang chiu! Pang chiu!
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Ba con nguwoi xudt hién cach dé sau mét, phong tia Nghiét nay doi
vao cac btrc tuong.

Chuyén gi vay ca? Con nguoi ban tia Nghiét vao Hork-Bajir! Bon
Muon xac ban nhau chang?

“Bé con chim xudng,” mot ga cd rau quai ndn ra lénh. “Ngay lap
tiec!”

Bon Hork-Bajir pha ra cwoi khac khe. “Con diéu hau nay la cua ngai
Visser. Tui bay noi loan la sai Jam r6i d6.” Nhanh nhu chép, ga Hork-
Bajir nang sung lén va ban vao dam nguoi.

Bon Muon xac-Nguoi yéu 6t voi hup xudng, nhung ching dau cé
dua le. Tiéng hét rd am vang trong hanh lang. Tén c6 rau quai nén tan
ra trong mot luéng anh sang va nhiét, mot b6 dudc nam den in rd 1én
nén btc twong quét voi trang. Bon con lai duong nhu clng y thic
dugc sy bién mat ctia dong bon, nhung ching chang mang.

Chi c6 bon Yeerk khi mat di mot dong doi méi co thé khong hé may
may de€'y.

A-amm!

Thém bon tén nguwoi ntta hién ra phia sau, dap ludn tui Hork-Bajir
triede khi chung biét cai gi dang xay ra.

T6i khong biét phe nao — nguoi hay Hork-Bajir — lam theo 1énh ai.
Visser Ba... hay con tén nao khac ntra? Nhitng ngwoi nay la ai?

Mot ludi gwom Hork-Bajir mdc vao cai long nhét toi va nhac 1én. N6
chay huynh huych vé 16i ra, tong btra vao nhitng xe day dung thudc,
nhao v6 dong 1ong rong chat doc theo btc tuong.

Nghén 16i roi!

Thém ba tén nguwoi nita! Tui nay déu by con, mac ao da, c6 day that
lung va khoéa sat — nhiing co thé bit mat 161 ra.

Tén Hork-Bajir xach t6i dung lai, méng vudt cha miét xudng nén
nha. Han quay lai va lao vé phia ctta s0. Ba tén nguwoi méi dén cam tia
Nghiét chdn duong han ngay.

Bao vay kin mit.
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Cai Iong nhot toi ltc lac toi boi, theo nhip ludi guwom ctia tén Hork-
Bajir. Con ngwoi va nhitng sinh vat la tam thoi hoa hoan.

Dot nhién, tén cam t6i x6 vao tén nhd nhat — mot phu nit. Nhung dé
chi 1a mot ¢d gang tuyét vong, hau thoat than. That ngu qua murc. Bon
kia ap vao han ngay ttrc thi.

Chung t6i cung lan ct nhay xudng san, cai [ong nhot toi bi stic nang
cua tén Hork-Bajir de oan xudng, nhitng manh thép lanh ngat ép ca
vao long toi. Xung quanh t6i la ca moét riing tay va moéng vudt vuon
ra, dién cuong chup tém téi — mén phan thwong quy gia.

T6i chang biét didu gi dién ra sau d6. Chi biét 1a ai d6 x06 cai long 14t
up xudng. Co thé dang bi thuwong cua toi 1on tung bé nhu miéng gié
trong may giat. Cai 1ong vang vao ta tuc bén dwdi mot cai ta chim,
khién co thé diéu hau cta t6i da bam dap lai cang rach roac thém.

Tt vi tri nay toi chi nghe duoc tiéng danh nhau am 1 phia xa, ch&
thay rat it. Tia Nghiét ban nhda nhoa, ti€p theo la khoang im lang.
Nhitng budc chan ngwoi nang né thi nhau chay vé phia t6i. Lai thém
bon ban chan Hork-Bajir xong ra chdn lai, trede khi ritng chan nguoi
dén duoc cho toi.

“Gafrash!” Mot tén rong lén!

R6i mot béng den tir dau do tién lai gan. Toi cang ciing ngwoi, cho
bi xach di nita. Canh tay Hork-Bajir giat ngwoc lén, doi ban chan
quynh quang chay di, nhung hinh nhu chang c6 noi d€ chay.

Boi vi... da c6 thém bon ban chan nira, bu gadp doi, trong quen quen,
dap xudéng nhu tiéng sam.

Rachel. Mot tén Hork-Bajir guc xudng. Tén khac chup 1dy cai long
nhot toi.

<O khong!> Rachel hét, nhe ham ring khung khiép ra. Méng vudt

gdu xam ctua nho nhu mot thanh thép map, qudt vao canh tay tén
Hork-Bajir.

<Quan thiét giap tdi roi, Tobias,> nho hd hoan. <Cho chit nhe!>
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Chuong 5

“Gafrash horlit!” Ga Hork-Bajir tha tay ra. Cai [ong nhot t6i rét manh
xudng san.

<Chup ldy Tobias!> Rachel hét.

Marco, trong 16t khi dot, 1a dtra duy nhat trong ddm ban ctia t6i ¢
ngon cai cd thé tde ra cam dwoc. Cau dy lao tdi cho toi, nhung lién bi
tén Hork-Bajir do Rachel x6 d6 niu 1dy cang chan va giat vé sau.

Thé'la Rachel day cai Iong nhot t6i 1€ swot qua san nha, ra phia hanh
lang kia, canh xa cudc hon chién.

Thinh linh, cai I6ng ngung lai. Hinh nhu t6i va vao cai gi do. Té ra
la... la... mot ban chan nguoi!

Rachel sung nguwoi lai, hon hén hép khong khi. Toi nhin lén. Do6i
tng lang muot bang da mém. Cai quan jeans m&t mai nhat. Than trén
va cai dau khuat trong bong t6i. Ai vay kia? Mot sinh vién khoa thu y
vO toi nao do tinh co lot vao tran dia nay chang?

Canh tay c0 ta tir sau lung tho ra. Nhitng ngén tay dat vao co khau
tia Nghieét...

Trai tim toi ngteng lai luon.

Nhitng ngon tay ctia co gai sang lap lanh, 16i chdi trong canh tranh
toi tranh sang. Néu ma la ngdn tay that sé khong bao gio nhu thé.

<Taylor,> Rachel rdng 1én, giong nhé dong day phan uat.

“Con gau khung kia, néu mi nhtic nhich mot budc, thi ga k€' tiép cua
mi sé la thg nhoi bong thu day.”

<Pugc thoi!> Rachel chém lén, méng vudt xoe ra.

Pang chiu!

Taylor khoét mot 16 ngay swon Rachel.

“Hhhhoooorrraawwrr!” Rachel d6 odt xudng, ru lén tham thwong.

Taylor chup 1&y cai I6ng nhdt t6i bang ban tay gia, ban tay ma mu ta
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da do6i 1y sy tw do cua chinh minh. Cudc doi Taylor la mot cau
chuyén budn. Trong mot tran hoa hoan khiang khiép, co gai cd tén
Taylor mat di khuon mat, mot canh tay va mot cang chan. Nhém Chia
Sé, t0 chtic tién phong ctia bon Yeerk da cé mat ciu c6 thoat khoi
ngon lira, dé nghi trao cho c6 mot khudén mat, mot canh tay va mot
cang chan mai. Do lai, c6 phai dong y trd thanh mot vat cha, mot Ké
Muon Xac tinh nguyén. Tat ca nhitng gi ¢d phai lam la d€ cho mot con
sén xam bao quanh 1dy bo ndo ctia minh. Nhung tén Yeerk dugc phan
chui vao dau Taylor lai bi mat day. Nén Taylor cing bi anh huong
kha nhiéu, mu ¢ trang thai khong hoan toan 6n dinh. Va t6i 1a ké chiu
tran.

T6i khong thé tin ndi cdi gi dang dién ra. Tén Yeerk tirng tra tan toi
da lai bat dwoc t6i.

Khong!

Mu ta gio cdi I6ng lén sat mat, tho nhitng ngoén that qua thanh 1ong,
de doa, an di toi.

KHONG!

Mu ta khong noi mot 10i nao ca, nhung anh nhin lanh bang cia mu
da noi 1én tat ca. Mi nghi rang mi da biét tat ca vé ta w tén Andalite ngu
ngdc? Hir, mi nhim to r0i.

Taylor dudi may ngén tay gia nhw ngoc thach ra. Tdi biét mu sé lam
gi. Toi biét ngay tir khoanh khac t6i nhan ra mu trong béng toi.

“Ta thich sy ngac nhién,” mu thi thao. Va r6i, mot th bot tré'mg nhw
tuyét tung ra ttt nhiing ngdn tay cua mu.

Khi doc!

Mu dang xa khi vao tdi, y chang cai Ian tdi bi bat 6 Trung tam Sinh
hoat Cong dong. Trong chép mat, t6i té dai di. Dieéu khac biét duy
nhat la mu khong nhan ra to6i chinh la “tén Andalite” mu bat lan
trudce. Toi ciing hy vong mu ditng nhd.

To6i x0e moéng vuot ra, badu chat vao ban tay mu. Roi t6i nhim mit
lai, déng ludn ca cac co quan thinh giac... va tat ca. Con thu la hét, con
nguoi cliing gao rong. Con ac mong kinh hoang ap tdi.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Phai hdp thu ADN cua mu. Phai tré thanh mu.
Mot y nghi phat 6i — nhung can thiét.

T6i tém chdt 1ay mu. Taylor c& twdng do chi la mot hanh dong vot
vat toi nghiép, mu dau c6 ngo ADN cta mu dang truyén sang toi, khi
co thé mu xudi xi, long ra...

Y A 7 7 \ A e A A 2 A \
Chat bot khi choc chich vao da tdi, nhw cay tam ma[_] vO hinh.
Nhung Taylor cing bat dong, té liét! Trong thoang chdc, toi da lam
cham budc my, twdc mat kha nang ctia mu.

Nhung nhuw thé chira du. Méng vudt t6i lim di, co thé cting ngac lai.
Mat Taylor tro lai binh thwong vira kip luc t6i nhan ra chét khi nay
khac véi th khi t6i da ném trai lan trude.

“Phién ban 2.0 ddy,” Taylor cuoi khodi tra. “Du du lugng thudc mé
dé cho mi ngtim hoan toan.”

Béng t6i bao phu xung quanh, moi thtt tredc mat téi mo dan.

<Rachel?> Toi goi giong yéu xiu. <Jake?>

Gia st tui no c6 dap lai, toi ciing khong nghe thay.

Tai sao lai la t6i kia chir? Toi da lam g1 ma ddng bi nhw thé nay kia chir?
Nhirng cdu hoi ngu ngoc, sw tw thwong than v ich... Toi la mgt chién binh.

T6i chi con 1o pho nhin duogc ra trude, vao cap mat dién cudng cua
Taylor.

Vao lac d¢6, toi thdy rd rang minh chi la mot cuc bun di qua dong
sudi gian di trong tam twdng mu ta. Mot dong sudi chay siét, va no sé
tan pha toi.

N6 sé bop nat toi thanh hang ngan manh vyn.

http://tieulun.hopto.org



Chuong 6

Kiiiitt!

Am thanh rén 6c ctia thia nhém ca manh vao day chao. Mui stip ca
chua déng hop bdc 1én trén bép. Nhitng thir v cung binh thuong kéo
toi ra khoi man den ndng trich. T6i mo mat ra.

T6i van dang & trong 16ng, nhung c6 ntza t4 tia Nghiét chia lom lom
vao dau to6i, cai Iong bi vo s6 ban kep ghim ciing lai. Chang phai la ky
thuat Yeerk cao siéu gi, ma chi la nhitng thit ¢6 thé mua de dang ¢
tiem dinh vit.

Chang cé gi quan trong, cai chinh 1a t6i chang cé tay. Bon bat gitt toi
thira biét la mo6 va méng vudt diéu hau khong van thao duoc cai gi.

Thu lu bén dwédi modi u tia Nghiét la mot ngon den do. Bo cam bién
chang? T6i khong dam dong day. Y nghi phai chiu thém mot tran tra
tan nita lam cho tieng khiic xwong cta toi té dai. Toi chang thé chiu
nodi nita dau.

Tw nhién toi run cam cap, khong sao kiém soat noi. To6i nhin nhitng
bd cam bién vdi ca tri ndo diéu hau lan ndo nguwoi. Tri ndo nao ciing bi
huy hoai va déu nhd lai... con dau... sy vd vong! Khong thé nao thoat
duoc... nhirtng anh den do, xanh da troi. S dau don... vo tan.

Bién hinh. T6i ¢6 th€ bién hinh thanh cai gi d6 nho xiu va bo di
ludn, khong bi tim ra. Lam di, lam di, Tobias.

“Néu mi bién hinh,” Taylor canh béo, giong mu sac lanh, “nhiing
tia dy sé€ tw dong khai hoa.”

T6i khong thdy mu dang ngoi trén ghé dau, trén tay cam cai ca
nham nhi mon sup.

Mic du vay, tdi cam thay mu. Céi vé quy qudi hac 4&m mudn chiém
linh toan can phong, nhudm vao moi th xung quanh mu va choc
ngoay noi sg cua toi.

T6i khong thé chay trén. Toi thuc su chura bao gio nghi rang toi c6
thé tron thoat. Ca lan d6, va ca luc nay ntra. Taylor dang ¢ sau lung
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toi, dy la toi dodn thé.
“May tinh diéu khién tia Nghiét rat nhay véi nhiing thay doi co thé
nho nhdt nhat. Mi dting hong tron.”

Khoan da. T6i cd thé tron chir. Toi cod thé bién hinh — bién hinh va
chét!

“Pung, mi c6 thé chon cai chét,” Taylor xia x6i, dap lai y nghi cua
toi. “Ta da c6 y mo cho mi lga chon d6.” Mu nging lai d€ htp mot
ngum sup, mat van dom chong choc vao toi.

T6i nhin vao nha bép, vao mai tran thap le te, nham nho. Hinh nhu
co cai gi do rat ky cuc ¢ khung canh nay. Bon Yeerk ludn luén chon
nhiing gi t6t nhat cua loai nguoi dé€ dung ma. Néu nhing th “xin”
nhat &y khong du t6t ddi véi chiing, thi ching sé an cap ky thuat cta
nhting loai khac. Trong khi ¢ day thi... cai [ong nhdt toi twa vao chiéc
ban Formica sttt seo, chay nam vi thudc 1a...

“Hay chon cai chét di,” Taylor dot ngot hét tudng 1én. “Con khong
thi... nghe ta néi day.” Mu nhom lén, chay ra vt toet cai ca vao trong
bon roi quay lai cho ng6i. “Ta c6 mot thda thudn véi mi, Andalite.”

Mu coi b than trong, rat khac véi mu Taylor toi tirng biét. Mu tinh
gio tro gi day? Mu c6 ké hoach gi d6 chang?

“Tot!” Taylor buong thong sau khi xét thay toi da tam hoan cai chét
lai. “Mi ma chét thi ta hét mong duoc giup d6.”

Giup do u?

Oi dao, cai d6 gidng nhur bao Rachel khuwdc tir mua sim 6 tiém T8c
Hanh, hay nhw viéc Crayak doat giai Nobel Hoa binh, hay nhu viéc
mot con sén Yeerk tir choi sy thang chic vay.

Mu Taylor nay ¢ btru boi gi day?

“MOot cudc noi chién sép no ra roi, Andalite,” mu mo dau. “Yeerk
chong lai Yeerk. Bon ta ¢ qua du nhing cudc xung dot, chanh choe
nhau gitta cac Visser roi. Ca sy uu ai lan tritng phat cing vay... Hoi
dong Thap Tam tru lam cho bon ta phat bénh...”

Con tic gian lam do rung khudn mat mu Taylor. Cau cudi cung
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dwoc tho ra véi vé kich liét dén noi toi tin mu noi that — rang mu da
phat 6m vi muoi ba ké cam dau kia...

Nhung roi Taylor lai tré vé vé canh giac. Anh ltta trong mat mu
khién mu vtra giong mot chinh tri gia, mot dién vién, mot luat sw tai
phién toa, va vira giong mot ¢d gai tudi vi thanh nién. D6 la khudn
mat dwoc che day boi nhitng 101 d6i tra.

“Yeerk phai tién lén thanh mot loai,” mu ti€p. “Thoi co da dén.” Mu
lai déng 1én, ra mo ta lanh. “Bon ta can xay dung nén van minh vaéi
nhitng vat chu cd san.” Mu liéc nhin t6i. “Nhiéu Yeerk bon ta nhan
thay rang cudc chién vinh virtu nay can phai cham dat, rang su that
bai trén hanh tinh Leeran, cu¢c dang co ¢ Trai dat, va két cuc khong
dau vao dau 6 hanh tinh Anati da lam 6 danh, lam giam uy thé bd
may lanh dao hién thoi — khién cho n6 khong nén ton tai nira.”

Mu Taylor 16i ra mot tai ca rot. Ky quai that, vira ban chién lugc
quan sy vira an vat. C@ nhw thé chung toi dang than tho trong can
bép cua mu sau gio tan hoc, 1én ké hoach to chiic mot cudc bau cv
gian lan cho n& hoang hoi huong vay.

Taylor 1ai nhai. “Bon ta mu6én hung manh nhu bon mi, Andalite.
Bon ta can mot co cau to chic kha di bién tui phién quan thanh gidi
cam chich. Bon ta mudn xay dyng mot xa hdi nhw xa hdi Andalite.
Hoac nhu loai nguoi cling duge.” Mu cap ca ca rot, n6é gay lam doi,
mat van dom toi dau ddu. “Bon ta muon tién toi ché do dan chu. Va
bon ta can sy trg giup cta bon mi.”

Nghe c& nhw 1a mot bai dién thuyét trong cudc hoi nghi bao chi ki
di nhat trén thé gidi 1.

To6i khong tin mot 10i nao caa mu.

Khong mot 101 nao sat.

Do d¢, t6i do xét. <Mi can ta diém tén va chi vi tri cia nhtng thanh
vién trong “bang thao khau Andalite”, nhw la mot biéu hién cua suw
hop tac ha?>

Taylor cwoi ha ha. Mu la mot ké nhan tinh hung ton, tan nhan va
qua khich. Dau sao thi, tinh cach con nguoi khong thay doi theo thoi
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gian. Y toi la néu cd thi cing khong nhiéu. T6i cho mu xac nhan loi
toi, cho mu chitng t6 minh van con dang phuc vu cho Visser Ba. Rang
cudc noéi chuyén vé bon phién loan chi la mét muwu meo ma thoi.

“Réat vui khi lai nghe giong mi, Andalite. Mi la tén Andalite c¢6 kha
nang nan lai trong 16t hinh bién qua hai tiéng. Giong mi khién ta hoi
trong lai nhitng ky tic ngot ngao.” Am diéu trong giong néi ctia mu
lai lam t6i giat nay minh. “Ta biét kha nhiéu vé mi trong quang thoi
gian chung ta bén nhau, Andalite. Ta da nhin thay tam tri mi. Ta thay
long diing cam cua mi mon di. Va ta rdt sung suwdéng thuwong thirc
chuyén két liéu mi.” Mu rén rén lai gan cai Iong. “Ngay tai day va
ngay ltic nay. Mi twéng mi manh mé lam sao? Nhung ta thita biét mi
yéu dudi, bac nhwoc nhu thé nao. Chi can vai giay la xong!” Mu
ngung lai, da d€ khung bd toi. “Nhung lan nay, Andalite a, ta can sy
hop tac cta mi. Ta can mi va ddm ban Andalite cia mi giap ta tiéu
diéet Visser Ba.”

Vay la Taylor khong con lam viéc cho ga sau bo kia nita. Mu da ly
khai va tao phan. Mu ndi vay ma.

Con thinh n¢ khong gidu giém ndi hién ran ran trén mat mu Taylor.
Chang biét mu néi that hay xao, t6i chiu...

“Mi dang trong tinh canh bi dat lam, d6 chim dan.” Mu nhin cai
canh bang bo, by 16ng bét bét va cai c6 veo cua toi. “Mi can phai cam
on Visser Ba vi diéu nay. Bon Hork-Bajir cia han chang nhe tay gi
sat.”

Taylor cat giong khich bac. Mu mudn t6i cling phai ndi trén 16i dinh
lén, muon tra thu tén Visser, va sé gia nhap luc luong cung mu...

"Dling tra 1oi voi." Mu 16i mot mau gidy ti trong tui quan ra va day
vao thanh 1ong cho t6i. “Nay!” Toi li€c nhin va thdy dé la dia chi mot
trang Web. “Hay ban bac véi dong bon ctia mi va nhan tin cho ta & d6.
Hay ky tén ‘bang thao khau’ la ta biét ngay.”

Thé€ r6i mu Taylor thao chot 1ong nhot t6i ra, md canh ctra sO gan
nhat, va bién mat sau tdim man gid, bo lai dong chén dia do & trong
bon.
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Chwong 7

Bo cam bién mau dé nhdp nhay. Toi vut ra khoi 16ng, nhay 1én bé
ctra s0. Mat dat bén dudi chi cach ching vai tac. Toi phong ra ngoai.
Taylor. Visser Ba. Ngi chién. Bac nhwoc...

Mu da dé toi di.

Cé qua nhiéu thit can phan tich. To6i can cac ban t6i. T6i can Rachel.

T6i 16t vao chd tdi, bién hinh r6i hoan hinh d€ chita lanh cac vét
thwong. Ching rach nat tram trong dén do tw ching da la cuc hinh tra
tan. Toi vat lén. Ty do, nhung tam tri ndng triu.

Bay lén cao, toi nhin lai noi vira giam gitt minh. D6 la mot chiéc ro-
mooc ci rich, dau ngay bai d6 phé thai. Mot noi an nau ctaa bon noi
loan. Cach xa thanh phg, xa viing Yeerk. Liéu mu Taylor cd ndi that
khong vay?

T6i bay vé phia anh dén nha Rachel, bén trén nhiing tda nha gan
chao thu phat va nhitng ang-ten ky thuat so0. Thinh linh, t6i ditng phat
lai va dap xuéng mot mai nha.

Ngd nhd mu ta ndi ddi thi sao...

Hay mu toan tinh gan thiét bi do tim vao co thé t6i? Di nhién r6i!
Bon Yeerk sé theo dudi t6i thang t6i cho ban be — téi hang 6 cta “bang
thao khau Andalite”.

Vira dap xuong, t6i quyét dinh bién hinh ngay thanh bo chét — loai
hat mau nho ti.

PHUT!

Mai nha dang ao at vé phia toi, nhitng manh da nham va soéi rai
nhin nhu dong song bang. Thi lyrc toi bi v& vun nhw anh sang di qua
lang kinh. T6i di€c dac. Chi con nhitng giac quan mui va vi ma thoi.

T6i cho cho con chip ti hon bung ra khoi co thé minh. Bt ctt thi€t bi
do tim, theo doi nao ciing phai roi khéi co thé bo chét. Bieu do sé
chting té nhitng diéu Taylor da ndi la vo nghia. Va toi ¢ thé mai mai
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cho mu vao quén lang. T6i mudn su th€ sé la nhu vay.

T6i cang ngay cang nho hon. Chang cé gi bat ra ca. Chang ¢6 gi co
gian trén lan da dang teo rat cua toi, chdng cd gi com lén. Khong co
con chip. Vay la to6i khong bi gidm sat.

DPuoc roi. Pugc roi. Cau tra 10i khong hé dé dang ma day rdi ram.

To6i hoan hinh va phdng 1én nhu tén ltra, vut qua nhitng day den
duong va den xe hoi, nhitng bang hiéu neon vé phia nha Rachel. Ctra
s0 mo. Toi lao vao, bau mong vudt vao cot giwong va thang kit lai.
Nho choang tinh gidc.

“Q lay Troi!” Rachel khé khang néi. Téi bay téi dau bén nho. Rachel
diu dang vudt t6i, mat sang ngoi niém vui, nhung roi lai tic 1én lién.
“Thiét 1a khung!” nho gan giong. “Dién hét biét!”

<Minh khong sao ma,> t6i truyén y nghi. <Taylor da tha minh di.>
To6i cam thdy an toan khi ¢ su hién dién cua Rachel, nhung giong toi
van chua hoan hon.

"Tui minh da kiém b6 trong vai gio lién. Minh muoén giét chét mu
ta."

<Minh nghi minh cling mudén b6 lam diéu do6.>

“Thé diéu kién cua mu la gi?”

<Mu muodn hop tac véi ching ta,> tdi bao, giong tw dung thay ky
ky. Toi twe hoi khong biét c6 phai minh dang mo hay khong. <La that.
Mu nédi néu chung ta giup do thi mu sé€ trao Visser Ba cho chung ta.>

“Dting them tin,” Rachel nhay ra khoi givong. “Nao nao, di tim
may dwra kia di.”

Mot tiéng sau, tui toi da tu tap tai trang trai nha Cassie.

“Mot thoa hiép!? Troi dat. Giap do a? Xiiiii. Mot tén Yeerk bi nhiém
vi rut dan chu, tui ¢é bon phan phai quan tam khong ha?” Marco hoai
nghi. “Tui hong tin.”

<T6i dong y v6i Marco. Toi khong tin 1a mu ta ndi sy that. Bung
quén rang mu la pho-visser. Mu da ngoi lén vi tri d6 bang con duwong
tan bao. T6i khong tin Yeerk,> chtt Ax khinh khinh noi.
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“Nhung néu mu ndi that thi sao?” Cassie phan bién. Nho da tung la
ban ctia Yeerk, va cling da timng bién hinh Yeerk. It ra nhé cfing mudn
nghiém tac nhin nhan cau chuyén cua t6i. “Co thé mu nghi téi mot
con duwong t6t dep hon. Mu dau phai 1a Yeerk dau tién thay doi suy
nghi...”

“Khong, mu la Yeerk cudi cung nghi téi diéu d6 thi c6. Mu phu
thuy nay sé chang chiu tho néu nhu diéu ay khong co lgi cho muy,”
Rachel xi xeo. “Mu noi dén nén dan chu chi vi d6 la mot triét ly. Mu
con mudn tht khac kia.”

“Ro qua roi con g1,” Marco tan dong. “Mu khong chi quan tam dén
su két thac. Mu cham bam nén dan chu béi vi quy trinh dé co6 thé dao
thai Visser Ba.”

“B6 ludn nghi diéu xau té nhat vé con nguoi a?” Cassie bat bé.

“Con phai héi,” Marco xac nhan. “Ban chat con nguoi khé ma thay
doi. Tui ca la hoi d6 Taylor hong moi gi dugc & Tobias nén da bi
Visser Ba thai hoi. Va mu dang rap tam tra thu.”

Chot ca bon im re. Jake nhin Marco cham cham va toi biét ly do tai
sao. Tui ban da chang ho hé gi dén chuyén t6i bi bat lai, ciing khong
1én an viéc ctru dira tré bi lai kia la sai [am. Vay ma Marco lai nhac dén
sy tra tan — van dé tui né nhat tri ngam sé khong bao gio nhac toi
tredc mat toi, du chi thoang qua.

Vé qua da cam cua tui né khién t6i phat khuing. B tui né khong
thay toi da manh mé 1én r6i sao? B tui né khong thdy la toi van on a?

“Tobias, y b0 la sao?” Jake pha vo sy im lang. “Bo biét rd vé mu
Taylor hon tyi minh ma...”

Y t6i sao w, khi ma ltc nay day tdi khong bi nhot trong 1ong, cho bi
tra khao u?

Rachel nhin t6i, anh mat nho lam t6i manh mé lén.

<Quyeén luc,> tdi noéi, ddt nhién hiéu ra cot 16i van dé. <Quyeén luc la
thtt minh biét Taylor khao khat nhat trén doi. S dung minh d€ bat
Visser Ba la sy cdam do khién mu khong thé cudong lai dwoc.>

“Biét ma, con gi cam do hon nta?” Marco thém. “Gai cho ca Visser
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Ba Ian ‘bang thao khau Andalite’ cing bi giét. Mot miii tén giét hai
con chim.”

Rachel gat dau vé tan dong. "Marco noi trang phdéc. Mia mai ghé
noi ha."

“Tui minh da c6 nhiéu co hoi khac dé€ bit Visser Ba, nhung déu da
bd phi,” Jake noi. “Co 1€ tui minh khong thé co co hoi tot hon nhw thé
nay nita dau. Li€éu tui minh c6 kha nang hoan thanh vu nay khong
ta?”

<Noi chién tirc la Yeerk chong lai Yeerk,> cha Ax nhan xét. <b¢é ¢6
nghia la su rdi loan trong hang ngti ké thu, chang bi xao nhang boi
cudc xung dot noi bo. B 1a co hoi doc dac.>

“Dang thé,” Marco tan thanh. “Phai xody manh vao suw hoén don.
Chia dé tri.”

"Chung ta da ting tht, con nhé khong?" Rachel ndi. "Cai hoi ma
chung ta gia b giap Visser Mot tiéu diét Visser Ba d6. Vu do két thuc
hong duoc nhu tui minh mong mudn."

“Lan nay thi khac,” Marco dap giong thang bang. "Lan nay hong
lién quan t6i me tui. Hong cé chut riéng tu nao ca."

Khong phai chuyén ca nhan w? Marco khong biét rang cau ay da sai
[am nhu thé nao.

“Tobias,” Jake noi. “Minh nghi viéc nay nén d€ bo quyét dinh.” Cau
ay nhin lén cho dau cua t6i trén rui nha. “B6 c¢6 mudn duong dau véi
mu Taylor khong?”

T6i nhin swot qua dam ban, ra khoéi cira s6 gac mai, nhin 1én mat
trang khong 16 trén duwong chan troi.

Nguwoi ta n6i khi mat trang tram kin bau troi nhuw thé, 16 10 nhu mot
qua banh bai bién trong dém tdi, thi nd chi la 4o anh. Ttc la tri ndo
dang ltra bip, choi kham ban. Ding vay, néu ban nhin mat trang qua
ong kinh camera, n6 chi la m¢t ddm nho nho trén bau troi. Thé nhung
tam tri ban lam cho no to hon...

<Taylor rat nguy hiém,> t6i ndi sau mot hoi im lang. <Nhung néu
chung ta cung d6i dau véi muy thi...>
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T6i ngung. Ngo nho tat ca nhiing gi toi biét vé Taylor la sai thi sao?
T6i nhin lai mat trang mau vang cam. To6i biét né chi 1a ao anh, nhung
toi khong thé roi mat ra khoi do...

<Minh khong biét,> cudi cung to6i ndi. <Nhung minh nghi, ching ta
can phai hanh dong.>

Du thang hay thua, tdi cling can phai hanh dong.
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Chuong 8

Cau lac bo cta nhitng ké 1ap di tu hop vao ltc nita dém, trong khu
ring sau tham. Bon dtta tré va mot con chim xtim xit bén chiéc may
tinh xach tay, nhdt duoc tir thung rac va duoc chit Ax stra chtra lai.
Muoi bon ngédn tay ctaa cha khéo 1éo nap nang lwgng cho bd nguon va
noi két Internet.

“Ax, qua xa c¢d nha,” Rachel thi tham, “Sao b6 lam dwoc hay vay?
Dién thoai di dong thay cong vao Internet? Cai nay la dai ha gia nhat
tran doi day.”

"Chtt hong phai y b6 la trung tam thuong mai Macy da xi gat bo
trong cai goi la “vira ti tién” hang tuan sao?" Marco cham choc.

"Minh thi minh cho rang mot nguoi Andalite da timng lién lac dwoc
vé thé gidi qué nha c6 thé dé dang truy nhap vao mang Internet," Jake
noi.

<Khéng phai dé dau,> chtt Ax rau 1i trong khi diing binh ac quy xe
hoi ph€ thai lam nang lwong. Pong day dién va bang keo vueong vai,
long chong xung quanh khién t6i thdy cha Ax cang co vé “tri tué” bao.
<T6i da stra chita nhitng mo-dun may tinh bo di va dem ban lai cho
tiém Mdy Tinh Phuc Hung. Toi nghi tién rat httu ich. Nhung t6i khong
biét rang dién thoai di dong va truy cap Internet lai can phai c6 thé tin
dung...>

“Ngan hang hong chap thuan khi xem xét don yéu cau tai bao lanh
cua bo cho toan bd cai goi la “nguoi ngoai hanh tinh that nghiép”
dung hon?” Marco noi.

"Pung ddy," Cassie ndi. "Vi thé minh mai gitp d& anh. B6 biét chiéc
dién thoai di dong minh gia vo mang theo bén minh, trong tinh hudng
khan cdp ch? Um, ba minh giao hen rang minh ¢ thé stt dung né
ntra gio néu lam xong hét chuyén thudc men cho tha vao sang tht
Bay.” Cassie tan ngan mo chiéc dién thoai di dong va dung vao gitra
mé day dién lang nhang. “Ax, bo c6 thé lam né trd lai nhw cfi dwoc
cht?” Nho hoi hop héi.
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<Chac la duoc, Cassie a. T6i biét minh dang lam gi ma...>
Man hinh mo duc r6i rd dan. Sau do6 no tai lén hinh anh chao mung
AOQOL.

“Tuyét c meo!” Marco la lén. “O, khoan da Ax. Trang chu cta
James Bond kia! D€ tui ngd qua chut nao. Lam on di ma!”

Chua Ax phét 10 cau ay va danh vao dia chi trang web ctia Taylor:
http:/[www. TraidatCuaBonTa.com
Chung t6i nhan dugc cau tra 1oi: “Khong tim thdy URL.”

<T6i khong hiéu. Néu dia chi nay ton tai thi chiing ta phai truy cap
dwoc chir,> chi1t Ax cam ram.

“Ax-ng0 a,” Marco chi man hinh nhdp nhay va doc to dong dia chi.
“Bo vtra danh TraidatThoiKhungLong.com d6. Sai r6i. Phai la
TraidatCuaBonTa chd.”

<C6 1&é muoi bon ngdn tay cua toi dw hét bon ngén.> Chu Ax ra bd
khoi hai, va danh lai dia chi.

Phai mat mot lac maéi tai 1én dwoc trang web cta Taylor. Méi dau
mo cam, sau moi rd rang hon. Thoat nhién la hinh anh Trai dat nhin
tr ngoai vii tryu. Mot qua cau xinh dep mau xanh da troi va xanh 1a
cay, phu day may. C6 10i chu thich ghi: “Chién thang thudc vé bon ta”
va mot cai hop d€ gui tin nhan.

Cha Ax cho toi doc ndi dung d€ gui di. Toi nghi ngei mat mot luc
lau. T6i mudn khiang bd tinh than mu Taylor, bu¢c mu phai khép nép
va lo chung t6i khong chap nhan. Téi mudn tung hoa mu va mudn
thay mu phai diéu ding...

Cudi cung, t6i doc: “Duoc thoi, bon ta sé choi.” Va Jake ky bén duwéi
“bang thao khau”. Chu Ax nhap biéu tuong “Send.”

Ca bon doi. Trong khi cho, tui toi thay phién nhau choi tro don bai
min. Lan nay nhitng ngon tay “thtra” gitp cha Ax c6 1oi thé hon.

Mot tiéng sau, Taylor tra 1oi. Tin ghi: “Khong dwegc mat thoi gian. Ké
hoach la tin cong va bat giir ‘'Viing'. Nhitng kij nang cua tui bay la cin thiét.
Gdp nhau tai noi cong cong. Hay téi tiém sich Bién Gidi. Qudy dong vit
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hoang da.”
Moi nguoi duong nhuw cung lén tiéng mot luc.
“Bat gitr viing Yeerk,” Jake ldp lai vé ngo vuec.
“Tan cong?” Cassie sé€ sang.

“Minh sé dén d6,” Rachel cat giong hung diing.

“Quay hoang da!” Marco Jam bam.

<May tinh hu r6i,> chu Ax thong bao lanh lung.

“Tui minh can 16t hinh bién ngwoi khong d€ 16 chan tudng,” Marco
noi to. “Khong thé la Ax dwge. Anh thu hat may c6 gai div qua. Di
nhién la tui cing khong thé di, boi ly do twong tu.”

“Troi dat,” toi ndi, nira sO s¢ nira phan khich. “Té ra minh lai 1a dia
co 16t hinh bién thich hgp.”

Sau gio sau, toi dung dinh di vao tiém sach Bién Gioi, ca rich ca tang
dao qua cac quay sach khéo tay hay lam, sach best-sellers. Mdc cho
Rachel can ngéan va Marco canh bao, Jake da dé€ toi di. Phai, chinh to6i
la dta can phai d6i dau véi Taylor. Jake biét rd diéu do.

Nhung ngay ca Jake cling e ngai vé 10t hinh bién nay, cho nén cau
ay da that chdt an ninh nghiém ngat. Ca bon canh chuing, theo doi
khap cac nga ra vao tiém sach.

Hai con mong bién trén mai nha, chu Ax va Cassie, gidm sat ctra
trede va bau troi. Mot con meo 1ong muot nhw to coi chiing ctra sau.
Trén quay bao chi, mot cau bé lun chun mdc quan dui, nghe
headphone, deo kinh mat by chang va ddi non truot tuyét che hét
chin phan muwoi guong mat. Va trong khu danh cho cac quy ong la
Jake, san sang nhan chudng bdo chdy néu can...

Rachel da chon cho t6i by vo rat kéng d€ di lam nhiém vu. Chic hin
nhin t6i oach lam. Thi d4y, t6i dung ADN ctia chinh Taylor va bién
thanh mu ta ma. Mot ¢6 gai dep tuyét tran trude khi bi hoa hoan,
khong heé cé canh tay gia va vé dep giai phau thim my.

T6i 1a c6 gai trang bia, khién cho siéu ngudi mau Angelina Jolie
cting phai chay dai. T6i la...
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“Taylor,” tdi goi khi ding dang sau mot c6 gai cao, téc vang dang
rao budc chd quay sach vé thién nhién hoang da. Taylor quay phat lai,
vé ngac nhién va mat canh gidc. Miéng mu tré xuéng, mu dang doi
dién véi chinh minh. Trong thoang chdc, t6i da khong ché dwgc mu.

“Thong minh ddy,” mu ndi, tran tinh that nhanh nhw bat c Yeerk
ly khai nao. “Tuyét ghé. C6 ky thudt bién hinh Andalite méi cho phép
mi thu phuc ADN trong khi dang trong 10t hinh bién a?”

T6i mim cwoi, nhung trong long thi chot da. Toi da so ho qua di
mat. Nhung Taylor chac s& khong nhan ra dau. Mu lam sao biét duoc
toan bd cau chuyén, rang hinh hai that cta t6i 1a diéu hau, rang toi
khong phai la Andalite. Nhung r6i t6i da cho mu biét nhiéu hon duw
tinh...

To6i moi 6c d€ kiém cau dap cho rot rdo. Mot sy rut lui chién luoc.
T6i rang tim 1oi hau ddi dap voi mot tén Yeerk bao tan, hung han,
nhung lai chi tim duwgc nhitng 101 nhe nhang, it muwu mo va khong cé
sy thu ghét. Taylor da ting la mot dia tré binh thuong — giong nhuw
toi hoi ay...

Nhan ra diéu d6 khién t6i cting ran hon, quén di ndi bon chon dang
gam nham bao t& minh.

“Bon bay khong phai 1a loai duy nhat ¢ nhttng nha khoa hoc,” t6i
dap.

Taylor c¢6 vé chap nhéan loi giai thich nay. Ching t6i budc vé phia
tiém ca phe.
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Chuong 9

Anh hoc sinh trung hoc sau quay thu ngan trd mat nhin khi thay hai
cO gai dep 1ong lay tién lai gan.

“Cac co6 dung gi?” Anh ta run run hoi.

“Ca phe rut caféin,” Taylor noi.

Anh ta quay sang t6i. T6i mim cwdi [am anh suyt nga. That dé so
khi ¢6 dugc sttc manh nhu vay. Toéi thuong ¢ dau nhan — chiém
ngudng cac c¢d gai — chit chua bao gio & dau phat. Liéu d6 co6 phai la
dac quyén ma Rachel thuwong st dung? Va chinh vi vay nén nho mai
gan li di the?

“Ca phé dam. Nhiéu kem va duong.”

Taylor quay sang toi. “Mi dam xtic pham co th€ ctia ta, d6 an c6 ban
thiu.”

Anh hoc sinh tron mat 1én. “Cé ha? Téi chi c6 thé xay co ltia mi théi.
D¢ 1a tat ca nhiing gi chung t6i cd.”

Taylor lvom anh ta. Toi cwoi pha lén. Chang t6i l1a hai hinh anh
phan chiéu nhau trong guong, chi la hai ban sao hinh thitc don
thuan.To6i song dong con Taylor thi kho cting. Khong, khong han thé.
T6i hai hwdc con mu thi lanh lung nhuw mot tdm khién che. Ca anh hoc
sinh hay bat ct ai cing déu thay vay...

Chung t6i mang d6 udng ra ban va ngodi d6i dién nhau. Ba sinh vién
dai hoc ng6i gan do, nhung 6 ngoai tam nghe. Cach chting chin mét,
mot nha van dang say swa doc tac pham ctia minh cho mot dam dong
nguong mo. Nhac chau My Latinh ttr loa phdng thanh phat ra ra.

Taylor nam chat tach ca phé nhu thé dang bop ké thu.

“Ta nghi mi can biét chi tiét,” mu vao de.

“Dinhién.”

“Nghe cho ki day,” mu rit 1én. “Cé mdt duwong 6ng dan khi dét rat
16n, dai khoang ntra dam tir viing Yeerk ra téi bén ngoai. Bon ta can

http://tieulun.hopto.org



dao mot duong ham lién thong tir 6ng dan téi viing.”
“Chi vay?”

Taylor ndi néng. “D€ cho duong ong vo ra cht lam chi! D€ hang
ngan tan gas sé tuon vao khu lién hop viing Yeerk, no tung va sé giét
tat ca nhing ai @ d6 — bao gom ca vat cha lan Yeerk.”

Qua la mot ké hoach kinh tom. N6 khiung khi€p hon t6i nghi nhiéu.

T6i nhdp mot hdp ca phé dé€ ra vé tu nhién. Hai ¢6 gai sinh d6i, nhin
vao ct tudng la dang so ke nhau vé cudc hen t6i hom qua. “Cai d6 ma
mi goi la budc nhay vot 1én nén dan cha a? Ta khong dong y. Mi

[3]

mudn chdm dit bao luc bang mot Big Bang
bi triét tiéu w?”

sao? Mi nghi bao luc sé

“Ch&c chin mi mudn diéu kién mic ca ch& gi,” Tayor 1i xi. “Bon ta
can phai kiém soat viing Yeerk va tung hé Visser Ba. Néu khong co6 ké
hoach nay lam don bay, néu Yeerk ly khai cit dau tranh 6n hoa, thi
bon ta sé bi bon Yeerk trén quy dao tiéu diét dan. Nhung néu ké
hoach thanh cong, bon ta sé cé viing Yeerk vdi vo s con tin. Bon trén
quy dao khong thé tan cong vi s¢ gay nguy hai dén dong bon.”

“Cai d6 khong bao gio bung sach Yeerk tui bay duwoc,” toi dop chat.

“Nay, Yeerk trén quy dao cling can phai an, phai khong nao?” Mu
Taylor quau quo. “D¢ chinh la mau chot. Trong vong ba ngay, ching
sé can tia Kandrona. Va r6i chung budc phai chdp nhéan sy lanh dao
cua Yeerk ndi loan, néu mudn sdng sot.”

T6i cO ndn ra vé than phuc. Mot chat tang boc cling Chéng ton hai
dén cai ban nga dién cudng ctua tén Yeerk nay. “Ké& hoach tuyét voi.
Tuy tan nhan day nhung ma tuyét.”

“Mi ranh ta r6i ma, Andalite,” nu cuoi quét khép mat mu Taylor.

Nhung roi, mat mu that sdc lien. Dbi méat xanh da troi lap tirc anh
1én vé tuyét vong. D6i mdi hong hé mo noi khiép dam khong thot nén
loi. Mot giong khac s¢ sét, budc t9i, vong qua cho toi thanh tiéng thi
thao lanh bang.

“Pung nghe,” giong ndi khan nai. “Bung nghe ndé ndi.”
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T6i ngay ra khi Taylor quo tay ngang mat ban, hat cai tach xudéng
san nha. Tiéng d6 gdm gd vao gach men nghe kho khdc, tao nén mot
sw xam pham tho bao vao bau khong khi tinh lang ctia chon sinh hoat
van hoa nay. Nha van ngung doc chuyén. Nhitng sinh vién ngdc dau
1én. Chi c6 &m nhac la van tiép tuc.

“Thuwa c0, ¢d cd sao khong?” Anh hoc sinh trung hoc tia voi dén bén
Taylor. Mu ngo6i x0m trén san nha, guc dau vao canh tay. Mot giay,
hai giay tr6i qua. Im lang. Dén giay thit ba, mu ngang phat dau 1én.

“Khong sao,” mu noi, va ti ttt nhom ngoi lai ghé. “Lay cho toi tach
khac.” Mat mu 16 vé cuong quyét va diém tinh trd lai. Toi biét minh
vira nhin thdy gi.

Taylor-Yeerk vita ra mot ménh lénh sdt &4 cho co thé vat chu. N6
khong cho phan con nguoi duoc hanh xtr doc lap. Khong hiéu bang
cach nao, Taylor-cd gai c6 thé thoéa thuan duoc véi tén Yeerk dé cung
nhau chia sé co thé. Co gai va tén Yeerk da hop tac véi nhau ca mot
quang thoi gian dai, tuy nhién trong mot vai khoanh khdc, vat chu
van co thé€ xen vo chiém quyén kiém soat. Taylor-co gai cling vay.
Chiém quyén kiém soat...

Tai sao? Tai sao tén Yeerk cho t6i gio phut nay méi kiém soat hoan
toan c6 gai? N6 chu truong tién téi nén dan chua va hoa binh co ma.
N6 da khong luong dén su phan khang caa vat cha.

“Cé con héi gi ntra khong?” Taylor chdt van twa ho khong cé gi xay
ra. Nhu thé cudgc dam thoai chuwa hé bi ngat quang béi su xdo tron da
tinh cach ctuia Yeerk.

“Um,” toi néi. “VAn dé thit nhat. Khi d6t ma nd theo nhu k& hoach
cta mi thi, ca viing Yeerk lan thanh phd bén trén cling sup do ludn.
Tai hoa nay sé tan pha tat ca moi th trong pham vi nhiéu dam.”

“Nhitng dong minh cua ta sé cham lo tram bom khi,” Taylor tir ton
dap. “Luong khi thoat ra sé duoc kiém tra can than. Ving Yeerk sé
khong sup.”

“Tot. Van dé th hai. Mi tinh di xuyén duong ham trong long dat
nhu thé nao, tir 6ng dan téi viing a?”
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“Ta khong di ma mi di.”

“That 18 bich,” t6i cudi lén. “Chang con thu Trai dat hay 18t hinh
bién nao cé thé lam ndi khoi luong cong viéc ngan dy trong vong mot
tuan. Ngay ca mot tuan no cing chi coi dwgc mot duong ham nho ti,
khong du dé dan khi d6t di qua nira la...”

“Chinh vi vy ma ta da chon cho mi mét 16t bién hinh c6 thé lam
xong trong vai gio, cht khong phai vai ngay hay vai tuan.” Moi mu
Taylor cong lén nu cuwoi quy quai. “Mi luon danh gia thap ta,
Andalite.”

“Lot hinh bién nao?” To6i héi. Mu Taylor quan may ngén tay gia
quanh canh tay va bop manh.

“Ta c6 mot vat ma sé tao nén duwong ham chu vi ¢c& duwong ong.”

“L&t hinh bién nao?” To6i nhic lai.

“Taxxon, ban Andalite a. Taxxon!”
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Chuwong 10

“Mu ta c6 dién khong vay?” Marco la léc chéc. Cau ay da giat ma
treeot tuyét va kinh mét ra, nhung van con quang headphone quanh
co.

“Dién n3ng nita la khac, Ian cham tran vita qua da khang dinh diéu
do,” chui Ax bay té. Cha vira méi tr 16t mong bién tré vé dang
Andalite, 16i lai thanh anh ban dep trai ¢ trong thiing rac bu dang sau
tiém sach.

[4]

“Taxxon a, tha bién thanh vi khuan E. coli=~ con hon. Néu khong

thi bién thanh kién van con tét chan.”

“Taxxon thi sao nhi?” Jake tram ngam. “Ngu mudi, bi diéu khién va
déi trién mién.”

“Ai ma biét?” Rachel buc bdi. Trong ltic hoan hinh tir meo va tro lai
nhap bon véi tui t6i, nhod da kip ghé vao tiém Lo Hong mua vai chiéc
ao T-shirt. Nho dirng hong chiu 16i thdi, luom thudém. “Nhung minh
co thé xoay so dugc. Minh sé tham gia.”

"Oa." Cassie gio mot canh tay lén. "Guom da. Ai ndi la ching ta sé€
lam vu nay ch&?"

T6i hoan hinh trong toa-lét cua tiém Bién Gidi, bién hinh thanh cau
bé Tobias va thay bd do Jake giau trong thung rac. Xong, t6i bang qua
duong t6i khu thwong xa, ngdi ¢ quay thuc pham va lang nghe bon
ban thao luan.

“Khi nao thi tui minh can tra 1oi mu?” Jake hoi toi.

“Néu chung ta t6i tram khi d6t vao t6i nay tire la nhan 106i r6i...”

“Cho tui biét di,” Marco quay quay cong rom gitta long ban tay.
“Taxxon da sO la ddm vat chu te nguyén ctia bon Yeerk. Vay thi tai
sao mu Taylor lai khong yéu cau bon dong dang Taxxon lam viéc dao
boi d6?”

Toi giai thich. “Mu noi Yeerk chi kiém soat dwgc mot phan co thé
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vat cht Taxxon thoi. Khong thé kiém ché duoc con déi va ndi thuac
giuc phai an thit dong loai ctia nd. Vat chu Taxxon thuwong dwoc phan
chia cho Yeerk cap thap, va chang bao 1au sau, ching 1a Taxxon nhiéu
hon Yeerk.”

“Nhung tui thady Taxxon nhan va thyc hién ménh lénh ma,” Marco
khong chiu. “Chtng con 1ai chiéc Con Rép de€...”

“Ptng. Nhung chang ai lai tin tuéng Taxxon dé 16i kéo chung vao
mot am muu nao do. Ai dam tin cay thi ¢ thé ban tat ca chi vi mot
mau thit ch? Va lai hau hét dong minh ctia mu Taylor déu la dam
Muon xac-Nguwoi,” toi thém.

Cha Ax can thiép. “Toi tirng nghe noi: viéc kiém soat 10t hinh bién
Taxxon giong nhu 1a d6i mat vdi sy cam dd cuc ky. Ta cang cudng lai
thi né cang tré nén manh mé, cho dén khi n6 day ta xa roi y nghi co6
thé kiém sodt va y thitc duoc. Ta sé& hoan toan chim dam trong ban
nang goc cua Taxxon.”

“Vay sao? Th€ thi tui con cho gi nita day?” Marco tung ting noi.
“Tui tong quan! Ca mot ddi quan nhiing tén Yeerk lanh lung, ham hd
quyén luc hong thé kiém soat dugc bon Taxxon. Lo gi chd. Cau nhoéc
lin chtn da ting nhan diém B trit mon thé duc sé hdng gép chut rac
roi nao hét.”

Rachel n6i moc. "B6 da tirng nhan diém B trir mon thé duc 4?”

Marco dao tron mat vé chau bau. “Ba con oi, néu Yeerk khong thé
diéu khién duoc Taxxon thi lam sao tui minh khong ché dwoc n6?”

“Mu Taylor bao chung ta chi phai ¢ trong 16t hinh d6 mot 1at thoi,”
t01 ndi, cam thdy minh nhu la tuy vién hay bao chi hay dong 16a caa
mu vay. That 1a ky quéc. “Va moi [an chi mot dira biéh hinh thoi dé dé
phong nhting hanh vi vugt tam kiém soat.”

Jake nhan trdn. Marco cé vé nghi ngo. Cassie t3i sam mat lai voi
nhting y nghi nghiém trong. Tat ca tui toi can phai suy nghi cho that
ki. Cht Ax mudn an nén Marco va Jake xung phong di mua.

Cassie, Rachel va chu Ax ngoi thinh lang. T6i nhin quanh. Hom nay
la th& Sau nén quay thuc phdm dong nghet. Nhitng con ngwoi binh
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thuwong ban ron véi nhitng cudc séng thuong nhat — tuyét diéu, vo vi
hay nham chén. Tat ca ho — cha me, con céi, ong ba — déu dai dién cho
nhting tht ma vi ching, tui t6i chién dau. Loai nguoi.

Marco quay lai, dat phan banh xeo cho t6i va phan banh qué cho
chu Ax lén ban. T6i khong doi va khong quen d@n udng ¢ noi day nhoéc
nguoi thé nay, vi né rat khac véi cudc song diéu hau. La diéu hau, ban
s€ bat an khi khong thé€ an trong yén tinh — tc la con gi do sé sa
xuong va danh cudp bira tdi cua ban, hodc ké nao dé sé xong vao an
ban luon...

Jake tro vé véi mot khay nhwa dung hai chi€c hamburger, mot banh
sandwich rau, ba boc khoai tay chién, va ba cai ly.

“Cassie, banh sandwich rau va soda cam,” Jake noéi va dat truede mat
nho cai ly va banh sandwich. “Rachel, 7-up va minh, Coke.” Cau ay
ngoi xudng. “Nao, chung ta noéi t6i dau ro6i?”

“Theo minh thi,” Rachel hang hai néi, miéng phong banh. “Tiéu
huy ving Yeerk cling tot. P6 la co hoi tui minh dang trong cho. Co
thé la budc khoi dau cho su két thiuc.” Nho ngung lai mot chat dé
nudt. “Hay da dit bon Yeerk.”

“T6i dong y v6i Rachel,” chit Ax ndi, bo cai tai Radio Shack chu &y
vira méi boi tung ra, d€ voi tay qua mon hau. “Vé mat chién lwgc ma
noi thi day la mot co héi thu vi. Mac du rat liéu linh.”

Jake nhin t6i va gat dau khich 1é.

“Nén nhé, mu ta khong déng tin,” t6i nhac nho. “Mu...” tdi nging.
Bon ban chau dau vao nhin tdi, ¢d to ra lich sy. Nhw khi ¢ trong
chuong thu tui né hay rang kién nhan doi t6i no6i hét, khong hé cat
ngang hay budng 1oi ché gieu.

Cudc gap vira roi & tiém sach ching to cho tui nd réng toi da vuot
qua noi sg, rang toi da xoay so tot va khong phai la da bac nhuoc.

T6i cling c6 to ra la khong viéc gi phai lo au hay nghi ngo. “Tham
chi néu mu khong dé nghi, thi viéc cta chung ta chi lam cho mu thém
déi quyeén luc. May bo cd thé tin chac: khong phai dot nhién mu thay
déi trai tim dau, nén dan chu chi la chiéu bai mau me.”
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“Chinh xac,” Marco nhan xét. “Mot xa hoi Yeerk ty do? D€ tui nghi
lay hoi cai da. Hay tuwong tuong kich ban nay nha. Moi nguwoi cham
chut ty do cho tui sé déu dugc tang mot con sén nhdt nhay, mém udt
chui vao nao. Ui chao.”

“Roi 10i,” Jake cat ngang. “Tui minh déng v 1a khong thé tin cay
Taylor. Marco va Tobias da thdy mu danh méat diéu d6 ¢ tiém Bién
Gidi. RS rang mu ta dang gap rac r6i gi d6. Nhung cho du ky quai dén
dau, minh nghi chiing ta nén déng y rang viéc nay 1a mot trong
nhting phi vu quan trong nhat ctia hi.”
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Chuong 11

Ca bon nin khe. Mot su im lang dong y.

Ngoai trir Cassie. Mat mo 16n, nho dom ding 1én. “May bo chang
nghi thdu dao gi ca,” nho cao giong dén mirc nhitng nguwoi 16n quanh
do quay qua nhin.

IISuyt.ll

“Minh sai 16i,” nhé lac dau roi ha giong. “Minh khong mudn phén
quyét mdy bo. Nhung ma may bo ndi dén tai hoa va nguy hiém ma
tinh rui nhu dang choi video game vay. May b6 cé nhé chiing ta tham
chién la d€ git gin cudc song trén Trai dat nay khong?”

Jake dat tay lén vai Cassie va nhe nhang kéo nho ng6i xudng. Ca
bon im ldng. Cassie lai ti€p tuc ndi, nho nhé nhung huing hon.

“Cé ai trong may bo chiu nghi k§ rang chiing ta sé phai chiju trach
nhiém cho cdi chét cta hang tram, tham chi hang ngan ngwoi khong?
Ho von dang phai chiu dung mot sO phan den t6i khong thé tuong
twong dugce roi. Cé ai d€ y rang chung ta sé giét hang ngan Yeerk
cung voi ho khong?”

“Troi dat quy than oi, b6 ndi la chung ta sé giét hang ngan tén
Yeerks day a?" Marco noéi, vé mat chan that. "Thiét... thiét la hong thé
nao tuong twong noi!"

Khong ai cwoi ca.

“Pé& nho ndi hét da,” Rachel nat.

“Khong phai tat ca bon ho déu giong Visser Ba,” Cassie tiép.
“Chutng ta da biét nhiéu ké bi muwon xac chi la nhitng da tré nhuw tui
minh. Ho khong bao gio dwoc lwa chon. Ca bon Yeerk ciing thé —
chung phai tham gia khong thi bi triét tiéu. Ho chang biét dua vao
dau dé€ quyét dinh cudc doi minh. Néu bd dwoc sinh ra ¢ dé€ ché
Yeerk, thi b6 ty nhién phai chién dadu chong lai Trai dat thoi.”

"Ly ludn cta ban rat thu vi,” chu Ax bao véi cai miéng day banh
qué. “Nhung c6 rat nhiéu diéu bat nhat gitta nhitng diéu ban noéi va
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diéu ban lam.” Chu &y nu6t danh we. “Lam sao ban néi nhw vay dugc
trong khi biét minh da lam gi trong qua khix?”

“Cai d6 khac,” Cassie phan tng quyét liét. “Minh khong chong lai
viéc tu v€. Minh ghét bao luc, nhung tu vé 1a cong bang trong tat ca
moi xa hoi. Khong nhu nhitng ké giét nguoi...”

“Sén giét ngwoi cht,” Marco stra lai.

“0... khong giong nhu nhitng tén Yeerk giét nguoi khi ching v
phuong tu v€, khi chung khong & trén chién truong, khi khong co
hanh vi de doa cudc song... Khong! Tai sao may bo khong... khong
thay nhi?” Cassie ngtng. T6i cam thady su xtic dong tda ra ham hap
noi ngudi nhé. “Diéu do... khong ding dan.”

“Nhung ching dang de doa cudc song cuia ching ta,” Rachel phan
bac. “Khong chi ctia chung ta, ma cua tat ca moi nguoi. Chi bang
chinh céi co thé€ sén ky sinh nhdp nhap cta ching.”

“E, tai sao bo nghi dén cai ddm & viing Yeerk th6i?” Marco xen vao.
“Tui doan chac ching con trién khai nhitng Hoat dong chong pha Trai
dat hang ngay nita ddy.”

"Day, b6 thtt nhin lai lich s ma coi, trong Thé chién tht hai, ching
ta ném bom cdc nha may, duong xa va dwong ray xe ltra. Tham chi ca
cac thanh phd. Chi vi ly do c¢6 mot ai d6 hong mdc dong phuc hodc
hong mang via khi. Diéu ay hong cé nghia la ho ding ngoai cudc
chién. Tui biét ké hoach nay rat kho chiu, Cassie a, nhung tui minh
phai nhin nhan tinh hinh mot cach toan dién.” Marco nhin Cassie va
cham nhe tay vao vai nho mot lan nira.

“Pung,” chit Ax nha nhdn. “Ving Yeerk la trung tam dau nao va
chi huy. Véi bon Yeerk, do la trung tam ctia nhitng hoat dong quan
sw. Chung tai nap nang lwong 6 do d€ ti€ép tuc con duong chinh
phuc.”

“Khong phai,” Cassie van khing khing, giong ndi ranh mach trd
lai. Nhé nhoai ngwoi vé phia truede. “Thé con thay Tidwell va nhing
nguoi khac trong phong trao Yeerk hoa binh thi sao? Ho can téi viing
dé nap dinh dudng, néu khong sé& chét. Véi ho chang vi muc dich nao
khac hon la én udng...”
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“Phong trao Yeerk hoa binh chiém sO lwong rat khiém ton,” Jake
phan lanh bang. “Chung ta khong thé lo hét cho ho ngoai viéc canh
bao.”

“Khong lo cho ho a?” Cassie nhac lai, sting so. “Thé ngd nhd anh
Tom ctia b6 ¢6 mat tai ving khi 6ng gas nd thi sao?”

Jake nhin xudng tay minh, néi giong v6 cam. “D¢é la mot sy hy sinh
ma minh danh phai chdp nhéan d€ cttu song hang ngan, hang triéu
ngwoi khac.”

“Jake, minh khong tin bo nghi nhw vay.”

“B0 phai tin,” Jake nhin Cassie r6i nhin t6i. “Hon nita, cdc moi quan
hé ca nhan khong déng vai tro gi ca trong ké hoach nay. Khong thé.
Viing Yeerk la muc tiéu. Két thic moi tranh luan. Pay khong phai nhu
chuyén ném bom nhitng nguoi vo tdi 6 khu thuong xa vao chiéu thi
Sau..

Mot Ian nira, toi ngam nghia nhitng ngudi xung quanh minh. Gia
dinh, nhiing cap tinh nhan, nhiing dita nhoc. Tat ca dang vui vé. O

day coi phim, dang kia g&p ban bé néi cudi, mua sam quan ao. Ho
vita lam xong viéc ¢ treong va ¢ van phong. Gio ho dang xa hoi...

Cassie nhin quanh quay thuc pham va nhin Jake.

“Thé& ha?” Nho sang giong.
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Chuwong 12

Tinh hinh tré nén phtic tap hon khi Cassie néi rang nhé khong thé
tham gia. Nhoé quyét dinh diing ngoai phi vu nay. T6i than phuc vé
ceong quyét caa nhd, dén do cling suyt nghi dén chuyén ruat lui.

Nhung néu thé thi 1dy ai coi chttng Taylor? Ai canh chitng nhitng
phd hoai ngdm ctia mu? Tdi van chua thuc s hiéu tai sao va nhu thé
nao ma minh lai la da hop ly nhat cho nhiém vu nay. Nhung to6i
quyét dinh lam.

Xam toi hom do, chtt Ax va t6i — mot con c va mot diéu hau dudi
dé - cung nhau bay vao troi dém, quan sat noi tui toi sé dap xudng.
Tui t6i mudn chic chin 1a ca bon khong chui dau vao bay. Tram khi
ddt lot vao tAm ngam.

<B0o bién xem ra an toan,> chi Ax noéi. <Tai sao con nguwoi ct thich
dung hinh anh “bo bién” trong nhitng tinh hudéng hiém ngheo nhi?>

<Chau khong biét nita,> toi dap. <Chau nghi d6 chi 1a mot cach néi
thoi.>

Trong pham vi nita dam xung quanh tram khi dot, chang c6 gi
ngoai cay c6i va bui ram. To6i sa xudng, kiém tra mot chiéc xe thuing bo
hoang cach tram vai chuc mét. Khong mot dau hiéu nao ching to co
mot doi quan Hork-Bajir phuc san trong do.

Tram khi d6t rat nho, chi la mot toa nha hinh vudng ¢& mot can nha
binh thuong, nhung dén dién bao vé thap sang trung y nhu san van
dong trong budi thi dau bong chay ban dém. Anh sang khién cho
nhon luc diéu hau caa t6i tang 1én ¢d thi lwc cu, gitp t6i c6 thé thay
duwgc mot mé hon tran nhitng duwong ong.

Tui t6i dap xudng dang sau mot hang bui ram. That kho dap thang
xudng dat, cho nén phai kiém cai gi d6 cho méng vuodt bau vao. Toi
hoi tregt ngang. Cha Ax theo sau.

<Chu Ax a, chau nghi la hanh dong bay gio hodc khong bao gio nita
— va, khi that, chau wdc gi co thé chon vé khong bao gio do,> toi [am
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Xam.

T6i bién hinh con chtt Ax hoan hinh. Hai ngwoi Andalite 16ng xanh
giong in hét nhau bung ra khoi bui ram. T6i cam thdy ban nang caa
nguoi Andalite — manh mé va lanh len - troi 1én. Mot tam tri sang
khoai. T6i thich cai 16i cdm nhan ctia nguwoi Andalite: manh mé va linh
loi, mot tri Oc tap trung ma lai rat sang khoai, mét sy lac quan khong
nao nung, khong do dw, mot su lac quan that 1a v6 gia mdi khi phai
d6i mat véi nhiing tht xau xa tran trui.

Xong xudi, chu Ax tién lai gan, dwa mat chinh ngam nghia t6i, mat
cuong van dom chung xung quanh. R6i dot nhién lwoi dao dudi cta
chta Ax vung lén va suwot qua 1op long xanh vang trén nguec toi.

<Hay, can than ch! Chu lam gi thé?>

<Chu got bdt vai phan 1ong cua chau i ma. Nguoi Andalite goi la
“unschweet”. Chtl nghi loai ngwoi goi la cat téc. Chu phai lam sao cho
chau khong co6 ve la ban sao y chang cua cha.>

<T6t,> t6i bao. <Nhung ma can than khong thi dao bén kho lwong
day.>

<Khi chién binh Andalite bi khién trach vi tu cach dao dc,> chi1 Ax
giang giai, <thi si quan cap cao sé lay di mot it 16ng ctia anh ta, d€ anh
ta nhd mai sy vi pham do. Trong nghi thirc unschweet, nguwoi lam sai
khong bi phat theo nhu cach thong thuwong. Anh ta ludn ludon phai
séng voi su nhac nhd vé 16i [am ctia minh va véi sy xem xét ctia
nhting nguoi ngang hang. Dén khi 16ng moc nhw cfi, anh ta mdi 1ay
lai dwoc su kinh trong. Lic d6 bién ¢d sé bi quén 1ang, va nguoi chién
binh lai trong sach...>

<Trudc day chdu da ting c6 vai lan di cat toc va két qua la xau té
nhung chau chua bao gio biét tén goi ctia nhitng kiéu toc d6. Vay chua
Ax, chau dang bi unschweet 1lam sao?>

_<Khong,> chti Ax dap. <Nhung d¢6 1a Iy do duy nhat dé cat 1ong. Xin
16i nha.>

<Ly do hay qua ha! Thoi, khong ndi toi chuyén nay nita.>

Chung toi than trong di vé phia tram khi d6t, tranh xa anh den va
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ngd chiing dang sau bang mat cuéng. Mot hang rao cao c6 kém gai
trén dinh bao quanh 14y toa nha, nhung cong sau van mé mot khoang.
Co ai d6 dang cho chung toi.

T6i chi ngén tay mém mai vé phia cOng.

Cha Ax budc rao lén trude. Bang mot dong tac uyén chuyén, chang
toi lach qua cong, 1an voi vao bong toi do bire tuwong do xudng.

“Chao cac chang trai.”

Mat Taylor hién ra Chéng biét tir dau. Mot hinh ngwoi sam mau voi
giong ndi lam toi ron song lung.

“R&t han hanh duoc gap bon mi. Bon ta dang cho...”

Hoa ra, mu da & day suot. Toi khong thé tin noi. Chang toi da rat
can than ma. Lam sao cé thé bd s6t mu nhi?

Mu Taylor méac 4o choang da sam mau, trum kin t¢ dau téi chan.
Doi bét cao t6i tan dau goi. Mai toéc dai mau vang tém bén trong ao
khoac dung cao c6. D6 la mot hinh anh mdi. Khong con bong dang
mdt siéu ngwdi mau, chi con 1a modt ngudi linh. Ching tdi dom mu
tran tran.

“Pung c6 nhin thao lao thé cht. Ta c6 mat ¢ day dé€ chuyén giao
cho bon mi mot mén qua,” mu khinh khinh néi. “Ta biét ca hai tui bay
thich Taxxon 13m. Ta da tim mét con that to map — d€ to ra danh gia
dung muc sy giap do ctia bon bay. Di theo ta.”

Mu biét dang vao tram khi dot. Cha Ax di theo mu. Tdi theo sau
chu Ax.

Chung t6i phai ctii xudng tranh nhitng &ng dan. Tiéng 6n khong thé
chiu noi, ctt xang xéng lién hoi, khién t6i nhttc ca dau. Taylor xudng
mot cai thang kim loai op ep, vao tang ham. Ching t6i di theo, budc
can than trén bé mat tron lang.

Dudi cau thang t6i om, duong Ong it hon. Taylor dung lai trong goc
va ra hiéu vé phia cai tay cam 10i ra khoéi san nha xi mang lang. Roi
mu lui lai, dua vao teong va khoanh tay truedc nguec.

“N6 ¢ trong do do.”
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Chuti Ax va toi nghi ngai. Tay cam nay gan vo mot phién da 16n o
dwdi san nha.

<Th€ d6,> toi bao chu Ax, cd quén minh dang ¢ chung phong véi
con quai vat, ké nhat quyét pha hoai chat yén binh trong tam tri ma
toi titng 6. Tdi ctii xudng, dang ban tay Andalite nam 14y tay cam. N6
khong nhtic nhich.

<Pé€ chu gitp cho,> chit Ax noéi. Chung t6i cung kéo hét sttc. Phién
da nhoi 1én khoi san. Chung t6i chat vat gat n6 qua mot bén.

Mot tiéng khe tir bén dwdi vong lén khién ca hai chu chau t6i cung
nhay dung.

“Troi dat,” Taylor khoai chi. “Tui bay ma cting s¢ ha?”

<Chung t6i khong sg,> chi Ax lanh lung dap. <Chung t6i can than.>
Chu tién t6i cho céi 10 va nhin xudng. <T6i khong thdy c6 ddu hiéu
cua Taxxon.>

Taylor nghiéng cai dau qua bén va nhin chtt Ax mdt cach cham
biém. “Thé thi vao ma bat n6, d6 ngu.”
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Chwong 13

Cai 16 t6i mu. Toi wdc lwong ddy 16 cdch mit san chig ba mét,
hinh nhut hoi khum khum - xem ra la mét xe bon hay bé chita nhién
liéu ca.

Nhay vao cai bon t6i nhw hii ntt, véi con Taxxon dang hdo hic cho
an thit minh nhu thé nay qua la diéu ngu ngdc cudi cung ma nguoi ta
phai lam...

Lan nay ciing van chti Ax dan duong. Néu khong phai 1a can dam
thi cing la mot man trinh dién dep.

<Puong xudng sau lam ddy, Tobias,> chi1 &4y goi tit bén dudi. <Phai
hoi cong dau goi xudng dé€ khoi bi cung dau.>

Taylor nhin t6i soi mdi, gwong mat xinh dep cia mu deo vé khinh
man cd httu. Khong thé€ d€ mu thay minh sg sét, toi nhin bon v nhay
qua thanh bon va cang ngwoi chuan bi ti€p dat.

RAAAMM!

Moéng gudc t6i dung manh vao nén xi mang. Béng t6i am wdt bao
boc. T6i chi cé thé cam thay chui Ax dang ¢ bén canh.

<N6 dau r6i?> T6i hoi. <Ngo nhd khong c6 Taxxon gi hét? Lo day la
cai bay thi sao?> T6i nghi t6i bon ban dang cho bén ngoai, nup trong
nhting 16t hinh bién khac nhau, san sang phong toéa noi nay néu
chung toi gap ray ra. Nhung phai mat bao lau tui né méi vao toi day?
T6i nhin lén, tuwdng teong miéng bon bi niém lai. Nhung roi nhé ra la
Taylor khong thé khiéng nap cong mot minh.

Khéng chirng mu c6 thé? Canh tay gia cia mu manh c& nao ta?

Ma théi, ciing chang quan trong gi. Chti Ax va t6i sé kiém 16t hinh
nao dé dé€ thoat ra. Toi ¢ ty tran an minh, nhung tim van dap thum
thup. Chtng t6i nhin tritng trieng vao bong toi, tim tén Taxxon.

Phai tim ra no truedce khi nd tim ra chiang toi.

Chua Ax tién lén truede va bién mat. Toi cang mat doi theo, thay cai

http://tieulun.hopto.org



béng chu ay dong ddy bén phai minh.

<Aahhhh!>

T6i cam thay dau nhoi noi canh tay.

<Chu Ax!>Toi la lén.

Tén Taxxon dang can x¢ dién cudng. Hang ngan céi rang nhw ludi
dao cao lang 1dc thit va co bap toi. N6 khong dinh cat canh tay t6i dé
lam moén an choi, ma cam phap nguyén quai ham sat, mudn 16i t6i vao
ludn, cho gan bao ti hon.

T6i vung dudi, nhung mat thing bang vi san nha cong lang. Méng
gudlc toi twot ngang nhu v diéu si-16. Nhitng con mat do ngau chi
con cach toi vai phan...

T6i quang ludi dao dudi, chém vao béng t6i. Hut! Lyc quai ham caa
con Taxxon d&t mat canh tay toi!

<Chu Ax!>Toi gao 1én.

PHAAP!

Pong rang sit rat ra. Téi lao dao lui lai, cAm chat 1ay canh tay bi
phac, dau 6c choang vang.

<Nhanh 1én,> chti Ax giuc. <Chtng ta phai mau lén. Cht e rang
minh da lam tén Taxxon bi thuwong nang.>

Con dau chd canh tay con lai khién t6i cam thay u mé, It 1an. T6i
cam thdy cai gi d6 won wét, lay nhay dudi méng gudc. Chat hoi thoi
trong nguoi con Taxxon uc ra, tran be bét san bon.

Toi cti xudng, dua ban tay lanh ldn ra cham vao con Taxxon. Cai
swon mém nhiin cta no luych huych lén xudng khi ¢g strc théd. Bung,
no sap tiéu roi.

T6i thay chit Ax trong anh sang 10 mo. Chu da thu phuc xong con
Taxxon. T6i bat dau hoan hinh. Vira hoan tit su thay doi, toi lién
gitong mong vudt ra, in vao tho thit Taxxon gém ghiéc.

Toi thady ro su song dang ro ri khoi co thé Taxxon. Va nhitng nép
mo mach Taxxon gap lai, xep xuéng nhu qua béng xi. Toi tap trung
thu phuc ADN ctia no.
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Thuong thi toi chang cam thay gi ¢ con tht dang bi hap thu. Nhung
lan nay, to6i chon chao cam thdy gi d6 — di ton, c6 vé nhu dang gian
dién 1én...

Thu phuc xong ADN ctia con Taxxon, t6i nhan ra ngay bén trong
minh cé diéu gi do toi chua tiing bao gio biét. Phai chang d6 chi la tri
nao mét nhoai dang lam viéc? C6 that ADN dang la thét trong toi o
cap do siéu thanh la thit vo cung kinh khing va rat nguy hiém khong?

Mot su tra tan lan tda khép co thé Taxxon, tir dau tdi dudi va tir
dudi ngwoc tro 1én. No lac l4c, giat cuc mot cai roi im re luon.

T6i biét bay gio n6 chi con sdng bén trong chti Ax va toi.
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Chuong 14

<Bao dam vra khit gio,> giong truyén ctia Marco chao don toi tir xa
chin chuc mét. Cau ay dang bay va cling tré nhu t6i. Binh minh 16
dang. Ca hai tui t6i dap canh trdi chét d€ ding bi ri xuong.

<Thwong thitc bira diém tam trong khi bon nay chuan bi lam viéc a?
> Marco tiép.

Bita sang 1a 1y do khién toi tré nai. Sdng nay déng co im ang khac
thuwong. Chang thdy chudt dong dau ca. Coi bd bao trudc diem div
day. C& nhw 1t mo6i déu biét tot hon hét hay o rit trong hang vay.

Doi meo! Ngay ltac do, toi phat hién ra mdt con s6c xam. N6 by hon
t6i, nhung madc, thitc dn la tat ca nhiing gi toi nghi tdi. Trong thé gidi
ctia toi, d6i bung khong c6 nghia 1a leo 1én xe hoi va thang tién tiém
Chudng Bdnh Xeo, ma né c6 thé dan dén cdi chét.

T6i bat ngo nhao xudng, méng vust xoe ra. Con soéc nang hon toi
nghi nhiéu. N6 cao cang t6i, khién tdi chti nhui xudng dat va phai
gong chat, va dap canh nhu dién cach mat dat vai mét dé€ vat lén
khong. Nhung rang séc bap vao cang t6i dau thon 6c. Tdi nha méng
vuot ra va d€ vudt mat bira sang ctia minh.

<Co6 dtra trong tui minh phai lam viéc cat Iyec madi cd cai an,> toi bao
Marco. <Chtt dau nhuw bd 18y sdn moén Pop-Tart trong 10 la xong.>

T6i nhe nhang dap xudng mot canh cay. Marco da hoan hinh. Bon
ban tu tap cach d6 mot quang. Chu Ax dang tron trong dam c6 ram,
dan mat theo ddi tram khi d6t.

Jake da thay d6i k€ hoach vé Taylor vao phut chét. Cau ay khong
muodn c6 mat mu khi chiing t6i dao, rui 16 phai trung bay hinh hai that
khi hoan hinh thi sao.

Vi vay, d€ giam moi nguy hiém, Jake yéu cau Taylor — qua e-mail -
lanh xa chd dao, hay tram khi dét, trong pham vi mot ddm trudce 8 gio
sang. Néu khong cac thoa thudn sé bi pha vo...

Taylor dong y diéu kién ctia Jake cai rup. Vé ham ho cta mu khién
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toi ngai ngung, nhung khong tho 1o voi bon ban - t6i nghi d6 chi la do
than kinh bat an thoi.

Cai nép 16 cdng & gan noi bon ban t6i ding bi cat che 1dp mot phan,
va 10i 1én mit dat chttng ndm ba phan. Chd nay khé bi nhin thay. Tuy
khong xa tram khi d6t nhung lai dwoc cay c6i va bui ram che khuat
bon bén. Taylor biét minh dang lam gi ma.

Nap c6ng nam trong ngd cut, bén [&é mot 16i mon rai da nhung chua
lat duwong. Nén xi mang duoc xay nén roi nén chat da bén dudi, chuan
bi san sang cho viéc rai nhuea duong. No da o trong tinh trang nay lau
lam r6i. Nguoi ta du tinh xay mot khu cong nghiép méi & day. Nhung
ce dan dia phuong khong mudn 6n ao va xe c§ qua lai tap nap, cho
nén viéc thi cong tam thoi ngung tré, d€ lai nhiing nap cong, duong
day dién va du thit khac.

“Tobias! Méng vuot trai ctia bo chay mau kia,” Rachel 6 1én.

Moi dau t6i chang tra 10i. Chang viéc gi phai giai thich ca. Nhung
sw quan tam caa Rachel rat thanh that, néu phét 1o nho la khong cong
bang.

<D6i khi bia sdng cling can lai minh ma,> toi dp nhe.

“Thi nhu b6 néi day,” Marco nhay vao. “Tui dang nhin vao 10 coi
moén Pop-Tart xong chua thi am... cai banh nay ra va vang trang mat

M4

tui.
<Minh khong sao dau,> t6i noi voi Rachel.

“Dua minh coi nao,” Cassie diu dang ndi. Nho van chwa thong phi
vu nay, nhung cling mudn biét tui toi dao & dau... Trong truong hop
tui toi khong trd ve...

Sy ¢ mat ctia Cassie gay hoang mang nhiéu hon la lam an long, cé
18 khong chi riéng véi téi. Nho khong dén dé chiic may man. Mac du
Jake ludn d€ ca bon lya chon, nhung rat hiém khi c6 mot dira quyét
dinh khong tham gia...

“Tobias, b0 nén bién hinh dé chira lanh vét xudc,” Jake bao. “Minh
nghi bo sé di trudc day.”
g y
T6i di trude u? Diéu nay quang toi vé lai thuc tai toi dang cd tron
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tranh. Toi khong ham lam diéu minh sap 1am, cling chang wa con vat
toi sé bién thanh.

<Bay gio la 7:50,> chu Ax dang dinh budc ra khoi bui ram va dung
lai bén Jake. <Tram khi d6t vang nguoi, Hoang ti Jake. Ching ta nén
bat dau dao di>

Chti deo chiéc dong ho hiéu Timex Triathlon 6 mat ca chan trudc —
do chinh tay Rachel chon — phong truong hop dong ho sinh hoc caa
cht bi xao tron boi stic manh caa 16t Taxxon. Hai cht chdu t6i sé thay
phién nhau deo khi & dang Andalite.

Chu Ax dinh dac lai bén nép cong, choc miii dao dudi vao cai 16
nhé. Nhu chiéc xa beng, chi vdi cai ngoay dudi, cht hat tung nap cong
thép nang hai muwoi lam ky lén khong. N6 bay lao dao roi dap xudng
cach chan Jake chtrng mot tac.

“Nhe ghé,” Jake tram tro. “B6 nén lam viéc cho Hoi dong thanh
pho.”

Ttr canh cay tdi sa xudng miéng cong, thay ré day cong sau chung
hai mét rudi la mot hoc buong hinh lang tru.

<T6t hon, hay d€ minh xuoéng dwdi d6 réi madi bién hinh,” t6i bao.
“Minh hong chiu trach nhiém cho viéc ai d6 6i hét bita sang ra dau.>

T6i nhay qua 19, lao vao man t&i, xde canh tir tir d€ roi xudng cham
cham. Diéu hau that khong bao gio chui vao noi chat chgi nhu thé
nay. T6i cam thay mdi lo lang ctia loai thi dn thit dang 1én khi toi dap
ém ru trén mat xi mang cong.

“Ct thue tha Tobias,” Jake dong vién. “Néu cé rac r6i gi thi ¢ tui
minh ¢ day.”

<Nén nhd, chau khong thé kiém soat dwoc né nhw nhitng 16t hinh
bién khac,> chit Ax ddn do. <N¢ sé ap dao, lan ludt ddy. Nhitng nguoi
Andalite sit dung thanh cong 16t Taxxon noéi: d6 la viéc tré thanh con
vat day ban nang, day nang luong bao dong. N6 khong thé bi ché ngu
hay ngan lai. Chau dung c6 diéu khién no. Ct sit dung ch ding
khong ché€ né.>

“Minh dang & day ne, Tobias,” Rachel khuyén khich.
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“Can than,” Cassie bao. “Minh sé gdp lai may bo sau nha.”
“Tobias...” Jake dinh ndi g1 do.

<Minh xoay s¢ dwoc ma,> tdi bao, tu cam doan voi minh y nhw
dang htra voi tui ban. <Minh lam dwoc cho coi.>
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Chuwong 15

T6i nham mat lai, tap trung vao ADN Taxxon. St thay ddi dén ngay
tiec khac. Khong can phai tap trung tri ndo thém ntra. Xung luwong c
th€ cudn di, nhw hon da lan xudng d6i doc.

rrrrrrr/

Ritiiiiii. .

To6i cam thé'y xwong vO nit ra. Khong, tan chay chi. Tat ca nhiing
phan ciing trong co thé€ toi — mong vuot, mo, cong long — déu mém
nhiin va hoa long. Thwong khi bién hinh thi bd khung cta cac co quan
ndi tang hinh thanh, dé’mg nay lai khac. Tat ca moi th tan nhao ra, roi
dac keo lai thanh mot cuc bui nhui gém ghiéc.

T6i vap mat xudng nén xi mang khi cang chan nhiin ra, bién mat.
R6i lai bi nang 1én khi mot tram chan phu hinh nén thoi ra khoi cai
bung mém eo. Mot con sau dang dinh hinh, dai va khong c6 khung
do.

Thi luc tinh tuwong ctia diéu hau lui dan. Tya nhu lai xe dudi troi
mua ma khong bat bd phan gat nwdce. Roi cai mo mo d6i thanh...

Troi! Hang ngan manh vun bao quanh t6i. Nhitng manh hinh anh
nhu kinh van hoa véi nhitng ria canh nhap nhoa.

T6i biét Taxxon co mat ghep nhu ru01 Mbi con mat do ké that su
chtta ca ngan con mat nho, mdi con mat nho quét mot phan thé g101 ti
xiu. Toi khong biét tri nao Taxxon c¢é du phtic tap, tinh vi d€ noi ket
tat ca nhitng phan d6 vao véi nhau hay khong.

Cai miéng hién ra cudi cuing. La trung tam sy ton tai ctia Taxxon.

Sy thay d6i ngung. Ngay ttec thi, t6i cam thay nhuw c¢é song thay
triéu tran vao bo, khong sao ngan lai duogc.

D¢ la con doi khiung khiép, déi khong thé chiu ndi. DBoi tuyét vong,
co thé ngdn ngdu moi thi. N6 ty dong ndi cudn cudn, c& nhu toi chua
tirng bao gio hién httu. N6 bung bit tat ca moi tht khac.

T6i ngti thay bon ban. Biét chinh xac tui n6 ding ¢ dau trén miéng
cong. Nghe thau ca su rung dong ctia nhitng ban chan nén trén dat.
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T6i dai ca ba mét. Du dai dé bo I1én va chui qua miéng 16. Tdi nhin
Marco. Tiép theo, toi muong twong cau dy ¢ trong miéng minh. Toi
du stec nudt chiing Jake. Hoac bu hon, dép gon ludn ca chu Ax...

Co thé siu tron nan cta tdi nhao 1én miéng 15, truwde khi tdi cb thé
ngung lai hay suy nghi. Cai mui thit that hdp dan. Tam tri Taxxon
dang kéu gao doi dugc dap tng.

Axit tiéu hda chay nhéu ra miéng t6i. Cuc dau mém hudng 1én
miéng 10, Jake va Marco nhay thut lui tro lai.

Toi sé tong chung vao hong. Sé x0 1én va ngoam xé. Marco, Jake,
chu Ax va... ca Rachel.

Co thé Taxxon ctia tdi co giat, oan oai. Y nghi phai c6 thém that
nhiéu thttc an lam t6i phat khung. Nhung mot cai gi d6... moét th doi
trd lai tam tri toi, sau tham... boc phat.

Rachel 1?

T6i ngurng. Toi nghe c6 giong nhe héu, thap thoang cia mot dira tré.
Tobias, con nguoi trong t6i, dang dau tranh cho sy c6 mat ctia minh.
N6 ngo ngudy bén dudi vé quéai quy cta Taxxon. Thang bé trong toi
dang khang ce nhu dién. Ngwng lai, né kéu thét. Ngirng lai, ngirng lai!

Néu bao toi da 1dy lai duwgc quyén kiém soat la noéi lao — nhuw kiéu
bao rang thuyén trueong cé thé ché ngu duoc con bao vay. Nhung du
sao toi cling lai dugc co thé Taxxon tranh xa cac hoi vién Animorphs.

That khong thé de nén hay ha b6t dwgce con déi. Nhung nhu cha Ax
da dan, t6i c6 thé bat no tap trung vao cai khac. Khong chinh xéc la cai
gi. Taxxon rdt giéi mot diéu: do la an.

Thinh linh, t6i hup xuéng cap dat bén thanh hd, chd dat ma dong
bon ctia mu Taylor da khoan vao duong 6ng bé tong. Toi huwdng con
déi trién mién caa Taxxon vao dat. Toi nudt chiing dat cat nhw thé
khong duoc an ca bon muoi ngay roi. Toi bt tirng miéng to va nudt
tron nudt trao. Cap va cap. Sy hdu an cta Taxxon chang cach gi thoa
man noi.

Thoang chdc, t6i da ndi rong can buong ra dang ké. Nhing btc
teong dat cat d6 rao rao xung quanh khi t6i phdng, ngoam, nuét.
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bung r6i. Toi dan nhom nhoam véi téc do vai ky moét giay. Toi la
chi€c xe i dang rit di nhitng manh dat. Toi 1a hé thong day chuyén
nhiéu-trong-mot — may ui, may xac, may rira sach. Tat ca dat cat bo di
déu nhoi nhét vao co thé Taxxon. San pham cua quy trinh nay la dong
nhdt nhay, 6i ra khoéi cuc sau day cui, pha khap bé mdt duwong ham.
Cang lac dong nhdp cang phat trién, cung nhip voi vé dién cudng
cung phung cai doi caa Taxxon.

“Tobias? Ugh! Troi oi, cai mui gi vay troi?” Giong Jake vong dén
lam t6i hoi xao nhang. “Tobias, & dwéi dé b6 on cht?”

T6i mac ké nd, ct cam cti an — dao, nhw con giun dat di chuyén dé
xt ly chat httu co. C6 diéu, hang rang sac bén cta toi tang tdc quy
trinh 1én gap triéu lan.

Xem ra Taxxon khong hé c6 hy vong hai long vé sg thoa man con
déi. Nhat la dat lai chang c6 bo dudng gi. C6 khi nd con giuc gia con
doi hon ntra, thiic bach t6i phai dn, an hoai.

“Nhin Tobias tién kia!” Giong Marco léo nhéo rat gan. Chac la lot
qua 10 cong. “Khong thé... Ui troi!” Marco tho phi pho, chac la gém
chat nwdce dai toi tiét ra. Cau dy lai tho hon hén.

Cang dao lau, con ddi cang dién cudng. Toi khong tai nao nhan ra
cai gi, ngoai trir viéc cam cai dao, doi va chét vi kiét stic.

<Tobias,> Rachel goi bang giong truyén. Nhé cting da bién hinh.
Mdy dtra kia chac 1a 6 dang sau nho. <Tra 10i tui minh di. Néi gi dil>

<Annita... NUUUAA...!> T6i gao.
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Chuong 16

<Tobias, thoi gian hét réi. Nghi thoi. Hoan hinh di.> Jake nhac nho
giong lo lang, va diéu d6 goi cho to6i nhd dén thit nguoi, cang khién
toi khong thé cudng noi. Téi phong lui lai, treon qua viing nhay nhua,
tién vé phia bon nd. Téi lao qua 16 cdng, phéng 1én mit dat. Mot con
sau truon bo, khong 16, d6i meo va tuyét vong.

<QOoa!> Jake kéu um.

<Qoaa!> Marco phu hoa.

Do6i mat ghép cta toi gdi tron hinh thit v& vun mau xanh ctia mot
nguoi Andalite, r6i téi cai khoi to dung cua khi dot, gdu xam va
nhitng van vén cta cop.

Khong hé c6 thit mau hong. Khong co thit mém mai!

T6i can phai kiém thit. Nguoi Andalite & gan nhat. Téi ngti thay
mui thit twoi bén duwoi long ga ta. Toi ciing nhan ra lwdi dao dudi, va
cam thay tri nao Taxxon bao dong nguy hiém. Nhung tiéng bao dong
mong manh lam, gan nhue khong rd rét. U thi ludi dao dudi c6 the

phang t6i ra lam d6i day, nhung tdi coc can luu tam. T6i can phai can
xé truoc da!

<AXx, coi chiing!> Jake gao. <N6 xong vao b6 do6. Tobias. Binh tinh
coi! Hay kiém soat 16t hinh bién.>

T6i phong hét toc lwc vao chi Ax. Lao ca than minh vao cha. Toi sé
x0 cht nga kénh ra dat va cam ham rang vao da thit cha.

Nhung ro6i toi trong thdy mot thit khac. N6 lam cho Taxxon ding
lai, cang chan té cing. Taylor! Mu mac bo d6 kaki trum kin ttr dau toi
chan.

Bo d6 cua mu sé€ tan bién trong mom t6i thoi. Cai vai mau hong caa
mu dang moi goi... T6i phdng vé hudéng mu.

“Gioi thtr coi, d6 sau bo,” Taylor rit 1én va chia khau tia Nghiét vao
dau toi. “Tao sé ban mi & cap d6 sau.”
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<Mi da htta r6i, Yeerk,> cha Ax phan doi. <Mi htta 1a khong str dung
qua cdp do ba ma.>

“Vay w?” Taylor cwoi ho ho. “Th€ thi thir ngéan ta lai coi. Ta rat
mong dugc noi 10 xin 16i sau khi khtr mi.” Giong mu hoi trrot di. Toi
tiép tuc lirng liing treeon vé phia mu. “Nhung néu mi la d6 hén nhu ta
ting biét thi mi tha bi ket lam nothlit Taxxon con hon la chét anh
ding.”

Con déi Taxxon duoc pha thém long cdm phan ctia loai nguoi. Toi
thay rd rang x6ng vao ngdn ngadu mu dé hon la nin nhin nhiéu. Tham
chi chét con dé hon 1a d&i phd véi mot cd gai-Yeerk. Tui né 1a quai vat
am anh t6i ngay dém bang si ngao man va mudn phd bay uy luc.

Co phai lan dy ¢ viing Yeerk, t0i ciing tirng c6 suy nghi nhw thé' nay? Sau
tham bén dudi cai d6i thém thit nguoi dén ghé gém cta tén taxxon, tri
6c toi tu van ban than. Co phai t6i da ¢ trong 16t hinh bién qud thoi han hai
gi0 dong ho vi t6i da khong dam doi mat voi thuec té cudc song? Toi sg phai la
mot thang nhoc song chung véi cha me nudi, sg phdi dén truong, so phdi doi
mdt vdi Rachel, voi Taylor...

Marco tém nhe t6i, ¢d ngan lai. Toi ru 1én va hat cau dy ra.

<Tobias, ditng lai,> Rachel kéu lén nhung nho khong ngang duong
tOi.

Co phai tdi la ké hen nhat?

Trong thién nhién, chi cd s6ng hodc chét — lam day bao t& hay la di
tong. Thanh cong la s6ng so6t. That bai la chét. Rat don gian. Khong hé
co diéu gi ¢ gitra. Chi it thi ciing khong phai dan do gi nhiéu.

Co phai tdi la ké hen nhat?

To6i ghét Taylor. Boi vi mu biét tra 16i cau héi d6. Bdi vi mu biét
diém yéu trong t6i. Mu nhin thay vi chinh mu ciing yéu dudi. Nguoi
ta de dang nhén ra ké giong minh. Mu da danh d6i tat ca dé€ ctu
guong mdt. Mu tro thanh ké muon xac te nguyén va phan bdi me
minh vi mu6n dugc xinh dep nhu xwa.

Cai nay vuot qua ca sy budn rau. Ma la sy thuong hai.

Liéu tdi khac hay la gidng mu? Toi ty danh bay minh. Tai sao? Toi
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ghét Taylor bdi vi mu biét. Toi s€ tiéu diét mu.

T6i chom 1én. Banh miéng ra. Un Ién cang chan mu.

Pang chiu!

Luong nang luong hat toi d6 xuéng. Khong du manh dé€ giét nhung
cting du té liét va ném co thé Taxxon xudng. To6i 1dy lai kiém soat va
bat dau hoan hinh.

Cai than sau sap stra bién mat. Tdi tap trung hét ¢, nhiing chi tiét
diéu hau dau tién 10i ra khoi dong Taxxon leo nheo. Chot, t6i nhé ra...

Taylor dang nhin! Khong thé d€ mu thay t6i tir Taxxon bién thanh
chim. Mu khong biét t6i la nothlit ma twdéng toi la Andalite hung
manh. O tiém Bién Gidi toi da suyt 10 tay roi. Khong thé d€ mu sinh
nghi mot [an nira.

Toi tap trung d@ hon, chuan bi lam diéu khong twong: bién hinh
thang tir Taxxon thanh Andalite. Phai vuot qua giai doan diéu hau
that nhanh, cho dui phai mét kinh nguoi va c6 stic t3i da ma chua chac
da du thuyét phuc.

Taylor dang nhin? Mu c6 nhan ra hay thay diéu khong nén thdy
khong?

May phudc 1a bon ban t6i qua lanh tri. Lanh hon t6i nhiéu. Rachel
va Marco lién day Taylor vao tuong, 1y co thé dénh dang chan tam
nhin ca mu. Trong khi d6 Jake canh chtng va thi uy.

<Mi c6 thé mang tia Nghiét dé¢ ti vé,> Jake gan giong. <Nhung
chung ta da thoa thuan mi khong dugc ban trén cdp do ba.>

“U, nhung di1 sao né ciing khong theo y ta. Cé gi truc tric véi khau
sung chang?”

<B6 l1a mot con sdu may man day,> Jake néi riéng véi tdi. <Ax da
cttu b6. Anh da chinh stta sung ctia mu khién né khong thé ban ngoai
cap do ba>

<Mu xao d6,> Rachel rit bang giong truyén riéng. <Néu bo xong 1én
ci nita mu sé€ chién bo lién, Tobias. Mu nhat quyét bién bo thanh dong
Taxxon nhép nhtia day. Minh dé nghi giai quyét moi viéc ngay tai
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day. Mu da pha vo giao keo.>

<Khoan,> tdi ngén lai khi bién hinh Andalite xong. <Minh van séng
khoe ma. Khong chirng mu da biét sung bi pha va chi mudn hu cho
minh s¢ thoi.>

<Mu ta khong biét dau,> cht Ax nhan manh khi Taylor quang khau
tia Nghiét xudng san. Chu ay ra phia sau Jake va lanh le xén mot
mang 1ong trén ngec toi.

<Mu biét tai sao chung ta & day,> Marco gian dt. <Mu dén dé€ khong
ché&bo. Du ¢6 phai giét bo.>

<Om...> tai sao toi lai bénh vuce cho Taylor nhi? T6i khong thé bénh
thém ntta. Mu khong phai la ban t06i, cing khong thudc loai nhuw toi.

Toi vira mai hop tac véi quy, va quy vira moi boc 1 chan tuong.

<Mu sé mang Visser Ba dén cho chuing ta,> toi néi. <Dé la mau chot
van de.>
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Chuong 17

<Can than, chtt Ax,> toi canh bao. <No té hon chu nghi day. Ca dé
cho Taxxon ngtii mui dat. Roi dé€ ké né dao bdi va an...>

<Chu s€ cO kiém soat 10t nay,> chi Ax ndi cing. <Chu da tung
nghién cttu nhitng tai liéu luu trir vé su thanh cong va that bai cta 16t
Taxxon. Ttr d6 chti suy ra co cdu sinh ly hoc goi la notallssith, tic diéu
kién 16t hinh bién khong thé kiém soat dugc.>

<Sao trudc kia bd khong néi diéu nay cho tui minh?!> Marco trach
ctr.

<Nhitng két qua nghién cttu ctia toi khong dang khich 1€.>

<0%...>

Cha Ax bién hinh trong dwong ham t6i vira dao tanh banh. Mu
Taylor hao httc nhin khién t6i thay tom lom.

Nhiing chi ti€t Andalite ctia chi Ax tan thanh mot viing long mau
xanh da troi, nhon nhot. Roi tir “viing Andalite”, bon con mat tron do
cach, xoay tit trong viing nhu nhitng bo phan ruét pheo ti hon. Co thé
Taxxon vut 16n dan 16n dan. Nhin nhu cay ndm dang moc lén trong
phim chi€u nhanh. Méi dau la vét com com dudi san, roi phong nhu
lén dan. Ghé hét biét. Co thé Andalite dep dé, manh mé ctia cha Ax da
bién dang va tiéu ma.

Con sau phinh 1én hét ¢&. Ching t6i lo au doi, im ling va s&n sang.
Cht Ax khong nhtic nhich. Con Taxxon by diing bat dong, nhu bi thoi
mien.

<Hay,> Jake nhac. <Di chuyén di chtz.>

<Ax?> Rachel goi, vé tir ton. <Moi thiz van 6n chit?> Nho nhich ting
phan vé phia chut Ax, giong nhu cach ban tién téi con ché khong quen
biét dang bi xich.

<Hich anh mot cai di,> Marco ban va thung dung tién sau Rachel, vé

phia con sau to. Canh tay khi dot dong dua nhe nhe. Cau ay nhin cha
Ax véi vé hoang mang qua muc, r6i veon nguoi dai ra va tuyén bo.
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<Mén hang hu rdi. Khong thé 1ap ghép tai chd. Tui minh phai mang
vé dep nay dem tra lai ctra hang thoi.>

<T6i 6n,> chti Ax cudi cung cling lén tiéng. <T6i dang tap kiém soat
bang cach tam thoi kich thich ban ndng nga dong ctia Taxxon. Toi co
thé chdng lai sy thoi thiic doi an cua nd.>

<Cam on vi da khong néi trude cho chau vé ban nang ngu dong,>
to1 lam bam.

<Mai dén bay gio chti maoi hiéu ra.>

<Tot,> Jake cdc 1oc. <Nao, dao di.>

Trudc khi t6i kip chép mat, chti Ax da nhao xudng duwong ham.

<06,> Marco la. <Tui sai 6i.>

T6i nin tho cho, hau chac chan chtt Ax khong quay ngoat lai dé lam
mot bita trua chong vanh.

Chua Ax lam viéc kha xa, khong thé thdy gi, nhung c6 thé nghe hoac
cam duwgc am thanh dao bdi nhitng tiéng hi hui, rat rit — tiéng rang
dung vao dat va tiéng dat bi nudt trong.

C6 cai gi d6 dang rén rén lai gan. Qua nhe, gan nhu khong thé nghe
thay dwgc. Nhung no 1ap day dau t6i dén do toi chi nghi do la tiéng
Taxxon dao, hét mét nay dén mét khac.

Toi lac cai dau Andalite, c6 hoi tinh khoi con mé. Nhitng giot mo
hoi nho thanh thoét. Mai ldc nay t6i mdi nhan ra dudi nay nong thé
nao. Bon con tha cang lam cho cai hang thém tu ting, chat choi.

<May thich ha, Andalite?” Mot giong nhi nheo vong dén tir goc xa
clla can buong, noi g1ao cat véi 6ng gas chinh. Taylor ti vao dng dan.
Mu la nguwoi duy nhét ¢ vé thanh thoi, thu thai.

<Tao thich cai gi?> Toi hoi lai.

“La Taxxon &y, d0 ngu,” mu dap. “Tao ca la mi rat thich. Vai ca thé
bi ha xudng hinh thai song thap hon.”

<May cling biét th€ a?> Rachel sung tiét. <Khong cé vat séng nao
thap kém hon Yeerk dau,> nho rong r6 r6 qua ham rang nhe banh.
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“Mi thira biét 1a ta dung ma,” Taylor tra treo v6i Rachel. “Mi biét n6
yéu dudi.” Mu hat ham vé phia toi.

<Tao sé chi cho mi thay thé nao la yéu,> Rachel chém tay vao khong
khi.

“Mi sttc may dam. Giét ta chang dwoc cai gi. Mi doi nao chiu dé
cam xuc anh huwong ma vudt mat co hdi nay. ‘Bang thao khdu
Andalite’ bon mi réat giong bon ta.”

Rachel gam lén, gap quai ham lai danh tach, nhung r6i nho lui lai.
Loi Taylor ctt treo lo lting trong oc t6i. Day la ké hoach cta bon Yeerk.
Tung chi tiét chét choc déu la caa ching. Pha hay quy mo 16n. Khong
mang dén bao vé nhiing nguoi vo toi. Nhung ching toi da nhay lén
con thuyeén roi.

<Mu néi cé dung khong?> T6i hoi riéng Rachel.

<Bo6 dién ha? Cach bo song va hanh dong, khong ai c6 thé lam duoc.
B6 khong hé yéu dudi.>

<Khéng phai. Y minh la tyi minh ¢ gidng bon chiing khoéng.
Nhitng ké co hdi toi té nhati...>

Rachel rt 1én mot tiéng va ngic ngoac cai dau gdu by chanh danh.
<Minh ngan ngdm chuyén dan do xem thé nao la lam-diéu-dung-dan
lam r6i, ctt nghi ngo vé van!> Nho la toang lén cho ca bon, ngoai
Taylor ra, cung nghe. <Yeerk giét nguoi. Chung tiéu diét Trai dat. Cai
gl trong dau may bo vay? Thanh phé ctia may bo bi ban pha va bo ban
lai d€ tw vé ma lai hoi ¢ dung dan khong a?>

Marco im lang mot cach bat thuong.

Jake di téi di lui nhu con meo khong 16 btec bdi trong cai long. Toi
lai gan Rachel, tién thé day Jake qua bén. No6 xich qua kem theo tiéng
gam gr.

<Coi chung!>

<Cai gi vay?> Rachel hai toi. <Tat ca dang bo di.>

<Khéng thé 1a my,> t6i [au bau, nhin Taylor véi hai mat cudng, gitt
mat chinh vao Rachel. <Mu choi tro khich bac tam trang. Co6 1é tui
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minh da dadn qua sau nén khong hiéu.>

<Pting ndi thé. Sau toi nay, moi sy sé khac di. Tui minh sé ludc chin
viing Yeerk. Sy can bang sé& 1ap lai.> Rachel phan khich néi — cai kiéu
héng mau mdi khi nhé thao luan chuyén danh nhau. Nhung nhé cé
vé hoi tuyét vong, hinh nhw d€ ¢d thuyét phuc t6i, va chinh minh.

<R06i sau d6 thi sao?> T6i chat van.
<Thi tui minh van cung nhau... Moi viéc lai binh thwong nhw cti.>

<Um,> t6i bao. <Rachel a, chting ta khong biét quan Yeerk c6 bao
nhiéu trén thé giéi Andalite, trén thé€ gidi qué nha ctia chung va cac
hanh tinh khac. Ng¢ nh& khong bao gio chdm duit thi sao? Co thé hom
nay ching ta thanh cong nhung ciing khong lam thay doi sd luong
cua ca bon. Chi co sau dtra tui minh...>

<Thoi di!> Rachel dot nhién thét 1on. <Tobias, minh khong sao gat
bd dugc nhitng hinh anh dé ra khoi dau. Canh tuong tdi nay. Viing
Yeerk day nhitng vat chu. Con nguoi, Hork-Bajir... ho ngtri thdy mui
gas. Ho biét né dang tia vao, ho cudng cudéng ngd quanh quat, boi rdi,
lo lang va khiép so. Ho ngti thdy mui gas rat ning, khong thé tho
duoc va hoang loan. Ho dom chan chay... nhung qud tré... thinh
linh... Bu-bum! Mot qua cau lta tung 1én, huy hoai tat ca moi thi. Ho
bi bdc hoi... Cassie n6i dtng lam...>

<Chting 1a Yeerk,> téi ngat ngang.

<Nhung ho cling la nguoi nita.>

T6i nghi vé nhitng cau chuyén chit Ax ké vé nhitng hanh tinh bi n6
1é. Vé cach ho bi giét va bi bat. Vé ca nhttng xa hdi van minh va yén
binh bi Yeerk xam pham.

Tén Yeerk dang ¢ trong goc, chi cach toi sdu met. Mot sinh vat dam
lam nhiing diéu doi bai, tan bao nhat, hén nhat an minh bén trong
mot con nguoi dé€ khong ai thay mdoi de doa. Bay gio chung cd bao
nhiéu? Hang ngan hay it hon? Méi ngay cé thém bao nhiéu con ngudi
bi bat 1am nd 1&? D¢ la diéu dau tién toi nghi téi vao budi sang, va la
diéu cudi cung t6i nghi trude khi di ngu.

Chung da giét Hoang tir Elfangor — nguoi cha Andalite cua toi.
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Mot ngay nao do sé khong con ai ton tai. Ca hanh tinh bi x6a so. Toi
khong thé d€ diéu nay xay ra.

<Chting 1a Yeerk,> t6i nhac lai. <Thé& théi.>
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Chuong 18

Rachel nhom dang trén hai chan sau va can than nhéc nap cong,
day qua bén. Jake phong ao ra ngoai theo nhé. Marco di sau cung.

Thoi gian trong 16t hinh bién cua tui né gan hét, nén phai hoan hinh
va bién hinh lai. Rachel con phai vé nha “diém danh”. T6i cling bién
hinh dwoc mot tiéng rudi roi. Luwot dao ctia chu Ax cling sap xong.

Bon ban day nap cong lai va bién mat. Chi con t6i véi Taylor & dudi
long dat.

“Ban be mi da bé mi,” mu ho d6 nhan xét. “Nhé chung khong tro
lai thi sao?”

T6i chang them tra 10i cai tro tiéu khién ctia mu - thich vo nan than
kinh cua t6i — cling chang d€ mu tac dong lén minh. Khi mu Il khtr t6i
gan, t6i cling khong nhtic nhich. Puoc thé, mu dua ban tay that ra so
tam long trén vai toi. Toi nin tho.

“Mot giong loai dep dé,” mu tdm tac. “Mi xting dang nhiéu hon
truyén thong ctia mi ap dat.”

Toi lui xich ra.

“Ban be mi khong hiéu Yeerk bon ta viing manh téi ¢ nao,” mu
ti€p. “Nhung mi thi hiéu. Trong xa héi mdi, bon ta khong cé cho cho
dam ban 16m com ctia mi dau. Nhung ma mi thi... mi muén bat ct
dac quyén ddc loi nao cling duoc. Chung ta sé cung nam quyeén... hay
nhap bon vdi ta di.”

Toi giay nay, sting so vi da d€ cho mu di qua xa. Mu cwoi ngao
nghe.

<Ta twong mi nham t6i nén dan chu chit,> toi noi lang 1€.

“Di nhién. Nhung ma nghi coi... nén dan cht can nhitng nha lanh
dao va luat phap d€ bao vé cong dan. Ai d6 can phai lam ra luat...”

<S€ chang bao gio la ta dau.>

“Mi xttng dang nhiéu hon th€,” mu van lai nhai, cuoi toe réi quay
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budc di. That ky khoi, t6i cam thay minh nhir mét con chu¢t khon kho
bi con méo von nghich. Téi chang thé dap lai ma chi nhin di chd khac.

Thinh linh ¢6 ludéng 4nh sang xién xeo roi vao can ham. T6i nghe
tiéng ra, ngudc 1én thay hai con soi dang cao cau, nang mé nap cong
thép ra roi nhay vo cai huych.

<Tui mudn nhé hon ntta co,> Marco ndi bang giong truyén riéng.
<Nhung lai phai canh chtrng con Taxxon-Ax va c0 gai-Yeerk.>

Jake di luan quan chd h&c hAm hinh lang tru. L&t hinh bién méi cho
phép no tam bwdc mdi phai quay lai, do dinh dang hon nam budc cta
cop. N6 im re mot hoi roi kin dao nhin chiéc dong ho to6i deo. <Nay
nay, cé rac r6i ndy sinh day. Ax dang ra phai trd lai r6i, minh da goi
nhung anh khong dap lai. B6 co thay doi ké hoach gi khong vay,
Tobias?>

<Khong.> Téi gio tay lén ra hiéu cho tui n6 im ldng. Ca bon léng
nghe. Marco 4p ca tai vao thanh hang ddc ding. T6i chi nhan ra dwoc
nhitng am thanh bap bom. C¢é 1é do la do thinh lwc caa Andalite, hay
la do chu Ax da...

<Anh van tiép tuc,> Marco thong bao. <Coi b anh nhat quyét dao
cho t6i Trung Hoa ludn...>

T6i vO sau trong duong ham vai bude. <Cha Ax, cha c6 nghe chau
khong? Cht can phai ngting ngay khong thi chu sé chét vi kiét ste.>
Khong c6 tiéng tra 10i bang giong truyén hay bat c cai gi khac. <Chac
la chtt Ax qua ham mé vu nay r6i. Ching ta can phai ngan chu &y lai.>
To6i bao cac ban.

<B6 nghi gi trong dau vay?> Marco héi.

T6i nhin Taylor. Mu dua lung vao twong, hét ho nghi nhin t6i, nhin
Jake lai ngo viec nhin Marco. T6i chung chinh wdc lwong dién tich
duong ham. N6 khong da 16n cho nhiing 16t hinh chién dau.

<Minh ¢é y nay,> toi thao chiéc dong ho ra, kiém tra nhitng con so
da quang r6i cot quanh chan truede bén phai ctia Jake. <Canh cho minh
nha.> T6i budc vai mét vo duong ham. Khi oat mat cudng nhin lai,
thay Jake va Marco da tu dong ding an ngtr 161 ra, che cho Taylor
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khoi thdy. T6i hoan hinh va lai bién hinh luon.

Long vi diéu hau hoa thanh da méng, cang quanh xuwong canh nhuw
cay du. Anh sang bi xua hét di. Troi von da t6i roi gio lai cang mu mit
hon. Chang c6 gi ma tim t6i ct dap lién hoi.

R6i mot cam gidc mdi, nhu la thinh giac thi phai. Tiéng dong chodi
tai nhat ma toi tieng biét tir tredc dén nay. Chang thé nhan ra né la cai
gl, nhung am thanh cang lic cang rit hon.

Dot nhién, khong chi nghe ma toi con biét chinh xac chung xudt x&
ttr dau. Chung tao thanh biic tranh vé canh tri quanh toi — giong nhuw
phong canh nhung ciing cé phan khac.

T6i la con doi dang dinh vi.

<Jake, Marco, theo minh,> t6i goi. P6i canh doi c6 thé dap nhanh va
khéo hon canh diéu hau trong duwong ham chat hep nhu thé nay.

<Chu Ax?>

Khong c6 tiéng tra loi. Toi da bay kha xa, c6 1€ 1a mot phan tu dam.
The roi, toi téi mot cho la lam. Puong ham bong néi rong thém thanh
mot cai hang trong long. Hinh nhu cht Ax da phat dién va quay vong
vonh moét cho mwoi, mwoi 1am lan.

Gio toi da nghe tiéng cha Ax. Gan hon. Tiéng rit let khet ctia rang
Taxxon cham vao dat da gan nhw nhan chim nhiing giac quan doi.
Phai dinh vi ra am thanh khac ngoai tiéng 6n ao kia méi mong “thay”
nhiéu hon...

<Chu Ax, phai chu dé khong?> Tiéng liu riu cua t6i khong doi tro
lai ma bi huit ludn vao cai gi d6 mém mém...

Aap!

T6i va vao lung chit Ax va nay vap xudng san hang.

<Chu Ax, ngung lai’> T6i don tat ca stec lyc vao ménh 1énh béng
giong truyén do, co xuyén qua vé u mé caa chu Ax. Cha ngung dao.

<Khong thé ti€p tuc,> chu le nhe.

<Chu chi con vai phut théi. Mau mau ra khoi di.>
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<Qua yéu... khong... thé... cya... qudy... noi...>

So véi Taxxon thi duwong ham cé vé chat hep, chang by hon vong
bung ctia n6 la mdy. Thuong thi phai hang tiét buon ba lam Taxxon
méi lach qua duge dwong ham.

<Tobias, cai gi thé?>Jake la. <Tui minh chang thay gi ca.>

<Vao day,> t6i ndi cut lun. <Chta Ax bi ket vi dn dat qua d9, mu
mam ca nguoi roi. Chu ay sé chét & day vdi bay phut con lai. BO phai
16i chu1 &y ra mau.>

<B6 muon minh tién thang tdi hong mot con Taxxon ha? Bo vé phe
nao vay?>

<Chu &y mét 1tr r6i, chang thé quay lai hay lam b6 dau dau.>

<Tui ca la da qua gio,> Marco 1 0i.

Marco va Jake xong dai vao man den cho tdi khi tong sam vao chu
AX.

<Ui troi,> Marco tho ddc. <S6i von ngtii hay lam ma. Cai mui nay
hoéi dr doi dén noi nd chang ngwi thay gi ca...>

Marco va Jake ngoam vao dong thit mém eo va 16i di.

“Skeeeeee!” Chu Ax kho chiu la.

<Nhanh 1én Jake,> t6i hoi. <Khong con thoi gian nira dau.>

Con sau tum hum bat dau ngo ngudy. Marco hi hody day, Jake gam
gt 16i — nhich ting phan mot. Theo chiéc dong ho ¢ chan Jake thi
ding nam phat nira phai ra téi cai hang rong trong long dat.

Con chua t6i hai phut dé di.
<Minh nghi anh bat tinh r6i,> Jake nghi ngai nhan xét.

<Da anh khong con phap phong nita, anh xi hoi r6i.> Marco binh
pham.

<Hoan hinh,> t6i giuc. <Lam on di, chti Ax, hoan hinh!>
Khong ¢ tiéng dap.

<Ax, lam ngay,> Jake ra lénh.
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<Tui minh tré roi,> Marco nhi nhéo. <Anh chét mat thoi.>
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Chwong 19

<Chti Ax!> toi thét 1én, trai tim doi ctia t6i bi ndi so thit chit 1ay.
<Chua Ax! Chu Ax! Chu Ax!>

<Day, Tobias, chii day.> Chot t6i bat dugc tiéng doi ctia cai gi d6
khong phai la Taxxon, ma 1én va sinh dong hon. Mot hinh hai dang
thay doi. Cao 16n hon sdi... bon cang chan... hai canh tay.

Ca bon xudi lo trong bong toi, mét 1tr va hét hon hét via, tham cam
on troi dat.

T6i hoan hinh va chuan bi lam Taxxon d€ dao nita. Nhung roi. ..

“E, cai gi vay?”

Mot d0m sang le 16i dang xudng duwong ham. No da toi rat gan.

Jake va Marco ciing thay. Anh sang 1én dan va sang hon, cudi cting

la Taylor hién ra. Rachel theo sat mu, co thé gdu xam ctia nho dung
khit thanh hang.

Taylor bo ca tay va chan lén dong nhét nhay do Taxxon thai ra. D6
la diéu Taylor-co gai khong doi nao lam. Mai téc mu bét lai, ri boi,
dan tit vao mat bé’mg nwdc dai Taxxon. Mot ban tay mu cam cay den
dién.

“Cai gi vay?” Taylor hach héi, 16 mat nhin vao hang. Khi mat diéu
chinh dugc, t6i méi thdy cai hang nay that ky quéc. N6 chang phai
vuong, tron hay 6 van, ma la mot giao 16 nhitng dwong ham nho to
khac nhau, giao nhau, dich dic, ché’mg chit.

<T6i bi mat ki€m soat 10t hinh bién,> chi Ax thanh that ndi. <T6i
chang nhé gi ca. Chi biét minh lan 16n, dao va an thanh vong tron
trong may phut lién, trude khi tap trung tro lai.>

<Anh an t6i kiét stec,> Jake ndi véi Rachel nhiéu hon la véi Taylor.
<Tui nay phai kéo anh ra.>

<T6i khong nhé gi hét,> cht Ax tht nhan.

“D06 Andalite bat tai,” Taylor dot nhién gam lén.
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<An néi can than ddy, Yeerk,> Rachel git lai.

<Kh6ng sao dau, chién htru,> Jake truyén riéng cho chu Ax. <B6 da
dao gdp muoi lan tui minh mong cho. Tobias, [an nay ct thu tha thoi.
Um, ditng c6 bién hinh hay hoan hinh gan tui minh ddy nhé.>

T6i chang can phai nhac nhd. Jake hdng mudn t6i &n bay, ciing
chang mudn Taylor thdy diéu hau bién sang Taxxon.

T6i quat canh ra chd khong gian rong chti Ax vira dao, lot khoi tAm
nhin ctia moi ngroi. Canh toi cha vao thanh hang, khi v6 sau chtng
muroi [dm mét.

<Minh lam Taxxon day,> toi loan bao.

Lan nay t6i chuan bi ky lwdng hon, sdn sang ddi phd voi ban ning
Taxxon ct doi di theo mui bon ban. Téi quay cdi bung d6i meo vao
duong ham, pham pham tdéi cho chit Ax ngliing dao. Con doéi giat toi
hup mat xudng btrc tvong dat.

Lan nay toi cing y thic hon, cdm thay dwgc moi vat quanh minh.
Tht s6i réo bén trong dau 6c Taxxon khong chi don thuan la con doi,
ma con la sy tiec gian.

Khong. Diéu dan dat Taxxon phai &n va dao huing huc &y phtic tap
hon nhiéu, nhung c6 thé hiéu duogc — d6 1a sy bat an hodc sg hai trién
mien.

Dting, mot su khiép so... qua dang... virgt xa nhitng ndi khiép dam
con nguroi tng trai qua... tuyét vong vi khong dwoc dap tng du... s
do6i... so nhu cau birc thiét nhat khong dwoc thoa man... Noi s¢ hanh
ha tri ndo Taxxon dén noi nd trd nén cudng sat va bién thanh quy su.

Néu khong ting la diéu hau lau dén thé, toi sé khé ma nhan ra diéu
dé. Tung bi am anh phai an va an, téi cam thay toi nghiép cho con
Taxxon.

Toi dao va nghi vé Taylor — tén Yeerk va co6 gai. Cai g1 khién chung
trd thanh. ..

B0 ai cling la quy st sao? Khong thé duoc. Toi nghe ndi ngay ca
Hitler ciing d6i x t6t vdi con chd ctia han ma.
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Taylor qua bat an khi d&i méat véi ban bé ma khong cé sac dep. Co
ta da lam tat ca dé xua tan noi so do.

Su quy quai déu cb can nguyén v cung tam thuong ma moi con
nguoi déu co thé hiéu duoc. Sy yéu dudi. Noi so. Sw bon chon. Toi
hiéu Taylor, hiéu bon Taxxon.

Su nhan thttc nay dam ra lai lam tdi so.

Dot nhién, nhip do Taxxon cham lai. T6i da mét — néu ban cho la
thé. Taxxon khong thdm mét theo ki€u con nguoi. N6 khong biét 1a
minh mét. N6 khong quyét dinh ngling lai va ctt hong hoc dao tiép.

T6i da mat khéi niém thoi gian. Chac 1a hon mot tiéng roi. Toi tap
trung hon, an ton hon, dao béi dt hon. Dét ciing ngon gém. N6
khong phai la thit twoi, nhung cing khong dén noi nao.

Chang bao lau sau toi da dung t6i phan da. Méi dau nho sau to dan
— to hon Taxxon c¢é thé nudt. Téi ddy da qua bén va tiép tuc dao téi
khi dung mot bé mat lang, chac chan la tan tich cia méng nha.

T6i c6 di loanh quanh. N6 xoay lén, 1én mai nhu dinh mai vom. Roi
khi t6i noi, toi thay viing Yeerk.

T6i tiép tuc di doc theo bé mit, téi khoang dat gan nhu bang phang
— hinh nhu 1a dinh. Taylor ndi ching t6i sé tan cong ti trén cao,
nhung t6i khong ngo lai ngay trung tam thé nay.

Khong hé c6 khe ni¢t hay 16 mé gi. Toan bd hang lién mach mot bé.
Lam sao toi dot nhap vao dwoc?

T6i mo miéng Taxxon rong ra. Bo rang Taxxon xoay tron tia vao cai
khoan. Mot tram cai rang ngoay vao da. Sy ma sat khién miéng toi
nong bong. Taxxon d6t chay va thiéu rui da.

To6i gdam dan vao vé mai vom, mot cai 16 rong hon mot mét va sau
twong tw. Co thé t6i cam thay ndng né va mudn binh. Cudi cung, toi
thay cd anh den do lap loe.
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Chuong 20

Mot ngan ndi so. Mot dia nguc hon don, dién cuobng ngay & trén
Trai dat nay. Mot cai chao nung nhitng giong loai ttr hanh tinh khac.
Mot dai dwong gom hai loai chuyén dong: cham chap, can nhic cta
nhitng co thé khong te do va oan oai dién cudng ctia nhitng tu binh
trong long.

Ttr diém quan sat thudn tién nay, toi thay viing Yeerk so6i ung uc
thang ngay bén dwdi. That khé néi bao xa — ¢6 1& khong hon ba chuc
mét. R6i cau nhap va cau xa, xay bén trén chd ¢ cua tui sén nhdét.
Nguoi nay ndi ti€p nguoi kia nguyén raa, nhd nudc bot trede khi bi
bon Hork-Bajir nhan dau xuéng d€ nhan tén Yeerk...

Nhiing chiéc 16ng bao quanh viing duwong nhu tang lén gap boi ké
ttr [an cudi cung t6i nhin thay. Trong giong nhu nhiing khoang coi
kich trong nha hat vay, nhung la nhitng khoang hét sttc ky quai. Khan
gia la cu dan trong thi tran. C6 mot vai nguoi to6i quen mat. La co
Powell - c0 gido day toan truedc day cua toi, la Brent Starr, chu bao.

Nhitng ngudi con lai, t6i chang biét ai nita. Ho la nhitng dng b ba
me, nhitng dtra tré nit. Roi tai x€, luat su, gido vién, nhan vién chinh
pht... van... van. Ho kéo cang hét cd nhitng soi day thanh quan ra dé
ma gao, la, kéu, thét. Nudc mat ho gian giua. Tran va thai duong bai
ca gan xanh. M6 hoi bét bat.

Ho mudn ty do! Khong gi khac ngoai tu do.

Nhung roi toi nhan thdy c6 rat nhiéu tu nhan bi nhot trong long
nhung khong hé than khoc. Ho quan sat moi viéc xung quanh véi su
ghé tom, song lai khong hé gian d&t. Ho diing bat dong va binh than.
T6i da teng nhin thdy nhiing vat chu te nguyén roi. Ho hting thu véi
nhitng gi dién ra tredc mat. Nhitng con nguoi nay khong phai nhiing
vat chu te nguyeén.

Ho 1a ai ta? Nhitng vat cht nay gap phai chuyén gi ta? C nhu thé
ho da vuot qua duoc diém ngudng ctia su quan tam vay. Ho giong
nhu nhiing thay ma 1o pho hay dai loai thé. Nhung... khong thé nao!
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Bat ctt ai cing déu chién ddu vi tu do cho dén cung co ma. Tat ca déu
phai chién dau!

Nhitng vat cht nay c6 mot thai do rieng biét. Ho nhin cham chti vao
khoang khong rong 16n trudc mat bang mot anh mat day... kiéu hanh
chang? Hay day... lén an nhi? Trong ho ¢ nhu thé ho cé chu dich gi
do.

C6 1€ nao ho la nhitng Yeerk theo chu truwong hoa binh? C6 nhiéu
Yeerk vay ¢ day, ngay luc nay khong ta? Oi troi, khong phai 1a bay
gio chu...

“Dep chit ha?” Mot giong nit thi thao phia trén dau toi vai phan.

D¢ chinh 1a Taylor. Taylor! Lam sao ma mu bo xuéng duong ham
mot minh vay? Lam sao mu tach dwoc khoi tui ban t6i?

Ai ma biét duwoc?

Tung t€ bao trong toi déu muodn ngat ddu mu ra. Mu 1a moén thit
twoi don san. Ngoai ra, mu con la u nhot ctia vi tryu. Tong kht mu di
co la qua te?

T6i mo miéng, xong vao tan cong. Va... dot nhién té liét. Toi khong
thé ngo ngoe cai miéng hay phan than trén. Sao t6i ngu thé nhi? Mu
da tan cong toi trrede roi.

“Dling c6 ngdc the,” mu giéu cot. “Hay kiém soat 16t hinh bién cta
mi di.”

Cha Ax da ndi gi do6 vé tinh trang nga dong. Toi lan mo y thirc cua
Taxxon d€ tim ra manh moi. Toi chot hinh dung ta né ¢ dang tam linh
— hinh anh rat nhiéu co thé bi gan chat vao mét ngon nai vo tan. Bic
tranh nay lam t6i thw gian: cha, minh cé thé’ che chén lién mién. Khong cin
phdi tim thiec an, ¢ ddy co dw roi.

T6i bi mu khdng ché hoan toan, nhung van con néi duoc.

<Lam sao mi téi duoc day? Cac ban ta khong bao gio d€ mi tach roi
khoi ho.>

“Mi khong nghi 1a ching tin cdy ta a? Mi lam ta ton thwong. That
day.”
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<Mi da lam gi v6i ho?>

“Mi biét ta ma, Andalite. Mot con ru6i ta con khong lam hai ntra la.
Ta chi tam thoi tuwdc kha nang ctia chung thoi. Nay, ta can néi chuyén
vOoi mi.”

<N6i di,> t6i hét 1én bang giong truyén, hy vong bon ban ciing nghe
thay, cho du dang & dau.

“Ta thdy rang...” Taylor chdAm choc. “Nhung théi ta déch can quan
tam. Ta mudn ndi chuyén véi mi.” Toi van im ldng, cam thay binh. D6
khong phai la van dé cua Taxxon ma la cua toi. Taylor da nam thop
tOi.

“Binh tinh nao,” mu tiép. “Mi run rdy nhu mot tén linh hau cua
Visser Ba. Chinh la ta. Mi nh¢ ta cht?”

<Mi muon gi?> t6i hoi.

“Hay nhin xudng duwdi d6 kia,” mu lao khao, li€c nhin xudng ving
Yeerk. “Bon ta dugc td chirc chat ché chit nhi. Bon ta chay chinh xac
nhu dong ho Thuy Si. Bon ta bat kha chién bai. Khi ta nam quyén thi
bon ta sé vuon 1én tam cao méi.”

<Mi néi vé céi gi vay? Nam quyén u? Ttc la gidi thiéu nén dan chu
cha gi?>

“Dang, d6 la y ta mudn noi,” Taylor thitra nhan. Khoe miéng mu
x€ch lén nhu bi dién giat. “Ta mudn mi tham gia vdi tui ta. Mi thay ta
thong minh thé nao r6i day. Mi biét y nguyén cuaa ta sé thanh cong. Ta
muodn mi la dong sang lap mot xa hoi Yeerk méi.”

Dot nhién, 16i Taylor nhat dan. Hinh nhu & rat xa. Boi vi toi thdy
diém khudt néo & ké bén ving Yeerk. D6 la cho t6i da tung dau va
dém ting giay troi qua, nhitng gidy cudi cung trwede khi toi trd thanh
nothlit.

“Mi duoc cai gi khi la linh quen trong ‘bang thao khau Andalite’?”
Mu tiép, giong nhu ru ngt. “Ro rang mi khong phai la chi huy. Tham
chi ¢ cap bac thit hai cing khong phai. Mi chang la cai tha gi ca.”

T6i hoi twong lai cai dém ¢ viing Yeerk, nhé minh da din do, tinh
toan ra sao. K€ tir giay t6i biét minh khong c6 su lwwa chon nao khac.
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Rang néu t6i hoan hinh thi sé bi Visser Ba phat hién lién. Han sé biét
toi la ngweoi va sé tim ra ban be toi.

Nhung luon cé sy lya chon. Trong bat ct hoan canh nao. Thuwong la
chon lya gitra céi t6t va cai xau. Nhung no6 van ctt la mot lya chon.

“Nao nao,” Taylor thuc ép. “Hay la vat chu cua ta. Hay dwa cho ta
co thé mi va mi sé€ cd tat ca, bat cit tht gt mi mudn.”

Lwa chon. Phan boi hoac la. . .

<Thé ta c6 duoc ty do khong?> Toi hoi.

“Do la mot dang tw do,” mu dap.

<Ta c6 hanh phtc khong?> T6i hoi nita.

“Do la mot dang hanh phtic,” mu lai dap.

T6i nhin tro lai hoc d4, noi t6i tro thanh nothlit. Toi da quyét dinh.
Liéu do co 1a quyét dinh do t€? Toi khong biét. Dot nhién, toi nhan ra
minh khong bao gio biét. Chi biét toi da ket ciing véi quyét dinh cua
minh va sé phai theo nd sudt doi.

T6i nhin Taylor. Lan dau tién, vé dep hinh thé cua mu that kho coi.
Toc va mat mu dinh dét cat tem lem. Toc wdt chem nhep. Nét mat mu
biéu 10 rd sy khao khat quyén luc v song. Luc nay, th& duy nhat c6
thé lam mu dep la ndi tdm cua mu. Ma thuc ra thi, 6 d96, cling chang
c6 thr gi dep dé ca.

<Ta manh mé hon thé co,> t6i thung thinh. <Mi chi them thuong uy
quyén. Khi ¢6 r6i — néu cd — thi mi lai doi héi nhiéu hon ntra. Ta nghtj,
quyeén lyc la muc tiéu duy nhat vo nghia.>

“Mi khong hiéu diéu d6 dau,” Taylor cat giong ché giéu.

<Sao co?> T6i phan bac. <Néu ta ma khong hi€u thi lam sao ta biét
nghi rang mi that gém gudc. Lam sao ta bi€t mi rat yéu dudi. Tat ca
nhting gi mi nhéng téi chi la quyén luc va su ganh ti.>

Taylor nhin t6i, dom xudng ving, roi ngo lai duong ham. “Do sé la
niém vui cda ta,” mu rit ken ket. “D€ chiing to mi dang.”
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Chuong 21

Taylor thui nAm dam gia vao c6 hong van té ciing cua t6i, doan mu
quay khoi viing Yeerk va chay ao xuéng duong ham, nhanh hét c& cai
chan loai nguoi cé thé chay.

<Mi di dau day?> To6i théu thao. Cay den mu cam bién mat khoi tam
nhin cta toi.

“Mi sé som biét thoi, Andalite!” Mu gao.

T6i dep bo tat ca nhitng y nghi vé tinh trang ngu dong va triéu hoi
con déi dang 1ap 16 dau do o ria y thirc ctia minh.

T6i tap trung vao hinh anh c6 géi dep. Nhitng cang chan Taxxon
cha sat vao vach da. T6i gong sttc udn co thé thanh hinh cht U. Toi
can phai quay lai. Pung, t6i c6 th€ chay tro lai that nhanh. Nhung t6i
muodn cai miéng, tirc v khi cta t6i, phai san sang.

Toi goi giat. <Ngtrng lail>

Khoéng co 1oi dap.

T6i don nang luwong vao dam chan, ¢d truon vao dém den theo sau
con moi ctia minh. T6i 1la mot than cay to dang phdong véi toc do cta
xe buyt. C6 va gay t6i van té diéng. Ludi toi thut tho khoi miéng nhuw
soi day dan cho dai mot mét.

<Hay!> T6i goi bon ban. <Taylor tro lai ddy. Ngan mu lai.>

Hang chan kim cha quét mat dat, nhu nudc phi ctia hang tram con
ngira nho ti.

<Tui minh khong thé nhuc nhich!> Jake la. <Cai quy nay kéo dai
trong bao lau?>

<Khéng lau dau. C8 gang 1én.>
<Mu t61 roi kia,> Rachel thét 16n.
<Téom lay mu!>

<Tuyi minh khong thé.>
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Phuuuuttt!

Co thé toi bung khoi duong ham nhu nut bac bat ra khéi miéng sam
banh. T6i da ¢ trong hang cho cha Ax dao. To6i kim lai d€ tim bon ban.
Mot Andalite, hai con s6i va mot con gdu nam 16n nhon trén san nhw
dang ngu trua.

<Ct dudi tiép di,> Rachel gao lén.

T6i bang qua hang va lao ti€p vd dwong ham, cam thay mui dau goi
dau ctia mu Taylor.

Tiéng chan mu nén ram rap vao san hang. Anh dén mo té. Ro6i...

<Ngtrng lai!> Toi thét.

“Khong bao gio!” Mu gao.

T6i thay than hinh Taylor, r6i thdy can phong hinh tru ¢ trén dau
vai mét. Cay den mu cam lung linh phan chiéu 6ng dan thép béng
loang.

Dot nhién toi hiéu ra mu dinh lam gi.

<Khong!> T6i phong toi.

“Adadaaal” Taylor thét. Toi vo tring gét mu. Khong di manh dé
rit lia ban chan, nhung du manh d€ mu tuong t6i da kiém soat, lam
chu tinh hinh. Rédng ca map hay nanh gdu con lau méi sanh bang stic
tan phd cua rang Taxxon.

“D6 sau nhép! Budng ta ra!” Mu tong cho t6i mot ddm bang ban tay
that. Qua mat ghép, toi thay chdp sang — canh tay va ngon tay gia cta
mu.

T6i nha ban chan Taylor ra va van mgt phan ba than trén quat vao
canh tay gia caa mu. Dau ghé hon! D6 dau phai la da thit... N6 ba vao
btic twong dau kia.

“P0 can ba!” Taylor tw do, va mu lién chay trdi chét vé phia duong
ong. T6i don chan phong lén trudc.

“Dung ngay!” Mu thét. “Néu mi nhich thém mot phan nira la ta sé
khoét mot 10 vao ong thép nay.”
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Toi citng nguoi.

<Mi ndi la khi duong ham dao xong, chung ta sé cé hai mwoi phut
de thoat khoéi day ma...>

“Mi tin ta a?”

<Ta da tin,> tdi n6i ddi. <Mi khong dam dam thiung dng dan dau. Vi
mi biét né ma no thi mi cting chét trong duong ham nay luén.>

Moi Taylor xodn lai thanh nu cwodi tan nhan. Tén Yeerk dang thé
hién niém kiéu hanh ctia nd. “Sai r6i Andalite. Mi quén la ta khong
gan véi co thé nay. Ta la Yeerk bén trong. Va so nguoi c6 thé dugc bao
vé. Co thé nay sé chdy nhung ta van song.”

T6i nghe tiéng chuyén dong dang sau minh. Liéc lai thay Rachel,
theo sau la tui ban. Tui nd 1€t cai than té cing ra khoi duong ham, vao
can phong cong.

<T6ém ldy mu ta!> Rachel hét. <Tobias, ngan mu ta lai!>

Taylor cudi todc hoac, doan quay vé phia dng dan va vuon canh tay
gia ra.

<Khong!> Rachel gao.

Taylor choc mot 16 vao kim loai. Trong chép mat, thuc t& da thay
doi.

Phut!

Ap sudt khi tir duong 6ng ban ra. N6 tran ngap can phong khién
chting t6i — t6i, Taylor va bon ban - lao dao, choi voi.

Quay cuong...

N6 tudn thang vao duong ham!

<Aahhh!>

Taylor bay swot qua toi vi bi khi giat. Mot thoang toc vang va da thit
hong.

Va t6i thay mu dang cuoi cot.
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Chuong 22

Phuuuuutttt!
Luec ctia voi rong, cua con 16¢ xoay.
<Aaaaaaa!>

Chung t6i lao xudng duong ham, véi téc do gay cd. Toi quét vao cac
vach thanh, truot btra 1én nhitng dong bay nhay, hon hén hép khong
khi.

Ca dam hoan toan bat lyc! Bui dat bay mu mit, che mét toi. Mu roi!

Bap!

T6i huc vao btic tuong dat. No thoi tat ca gid trong nguoi toi ra.
Khong thé thé hay suy nghi gi duoc.

<T6i khong thé... dung lai!> Chu Ax thét hoang.

<Om 14y nhau,> Jake hét. <Cén vao nhau.>

<Khong c6 khong khi!> Rachel hon hén.

buong ham chat hep. Ving Yeerk ¢ rat gan. To6i da bi cuon vao rat
sau, sap stra téi ving khong gian rong. Nguyén dam vot ra khai cai 16
trén mai vom — toi la dira di dau. Ca dam nhay ma khong c6 du.

Chung t6i s€ chét.

T6i s€ cham dét 6 noi bat dau. Cho may tang dia nguc. Vai giay nita
chiung toi sé la nam cuc nam chem ep trén nén, sé bi bon linh gac
Taxxon giay xéo.

BUP!

Marco dam vao mong toi.

<Uif>

Jake x6 vao Marco. Marco tong vao Rachel.
Bum!

Cht Ax va vao suon Jake, dé 1én cau ay va de lén ca tui toi.
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M4y t4 chan nhon cta toi cao nat thanh ham. Tai dudi chiing ra hét
c¥, hau bam viu that chat.

<Khong thé thd ndi,> Marco than van.

Con dau quan 1én trong rudt tdi. Xung lwong vt trui mé cang chan.
T6i dién khung nghi minh c6 thé diing ca bon lai! C¢ nhu t6i dang c6
ngung mot chiéc xe dang chay bang cach mé ctra ra va ré cang chan
xuong duong vay...

Nhung t6i ¢6 tdi mot tram cai chan, ma duong ham lai hep.

<Minh thay anh sang!> T6i la 1én. Kia kia. Vong tron do ryc ré nhw
trang ram. Dén gan hon... bay gio hoac khong bao gio.

<Aahhh!> t6i hét va tan tat ca nhitng chan con lai xuéng. Chung
cam vao dat, rach vao da va gay rao rao nhu canh kho.

”Skkreeeeeyaaa!” Con Taxxon-t0i rit lén tuyét vong. Nhung hang
chan dang kém budc toi — tui toi.

Tuy nhién ap sudt khi cung vdi trong lugng cta tui ban van de lén
t0i... TOi sé nd tung nhu trai bong béong. Lan da toi sap cang dén gioi
han...

Nhung btic tvong da kim tui t6i lai. Toi cam thdy nhiing mo6 mach
vO buc, mau ya ra ¢ mat. Dau t6i hudéng vé viing Yeerk. Tat ca 10 mo.
Chung toi tuot tiing xdng ti mét vé phia truede, lao vé phia than chét.
Dau khung khiép.

<Khong... thé... tho,> cha Ax lao phao.

Mot tac, tac rudi...

Ap sudt khi da giam r6i bién mat, né khong day tui toi di thém chut
nao nita.

Khong ai néi gi. Toi goi tui no. Tiéng tra 101 cua tui né hao hén. Ca
bon déu can khong khi.

<Nao nao, anh em oi!> Toi dong vién. <Tui minh phai tro lai.> Toi
van cai than to dung va queo. Téi lac nay méi biét la Taxxon rat it bi
anh hudong boi khi dét. Co thé no giup toi thd duoc trong mdi treong
nhiém ddc.
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<Phoi... dang chay!> Jake rén ram.

Co th€ cua bon ban, nhitng hinh hai 16n von trong anh sang tu mu
tr viing Yeerk hat lai, do dan 1€t doc theo duong ham.

<Minh khong thé,> Rachel van vi.

<B6 can phai di,> toi thiic. Marco d6 sap xudng san. Bon kia liéng
xiéng nhu say ruou. Tui n6é hong thé di ndi.

Puong ham nhét day dai Taxxon. Toi quyét dinh...

<Pi nao!> T6i rong lén réi xong vao day tui nd. Méi dau cham roi
sau nhanh dan.

Con d6i cua t6i lai troi 1én.

Tui n6 day nay, bon con tht dang hdp hoi nam ngay do. Chang la
cua toi. Chung thom lttng va &m néng.

<Tui n6 khong phai 1a thuc phdm,> t6i tung niém. <Tui né khong
phai la thuc pham.>

Dong cang chan cta toi rat hitng huc. Con d6i that song dong. Cai
dau Taxxon t0 bd cta toi htic day bon ban doc theo dwong ham

<Tui n6 khong phai la thuc pham,> t6i gao lén.
Mot héi, dat nhwong chd cho xi mang. Téi phong hinh try roi. ..

T6i da lam dwgec mot viéc hét siee kho khan.
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Chung t6i van tinh. Dang tho va van sdng.

<Hoan hinh!> khong y nghi nao manh mé hon ché€ ngu trong dau

to1.

“Khi dot tan r6i.” D6 la nhitng tir dau tién tudn ra khoéi miéng Jake
khi né vira hoan hinh xong. “Bang cach nao vay?” N6 lam bam, c6
rang dung lén, té dai va loang choang.

Im lang. Ca bon theo Jake vao budng cong. Cau ay bién thanh chim
ung pererine. Marco, Rachel va cht Ax luc tuc tré thanh nhitng con
chim san moi.

<bi,> Jake ho.

Chi c6 mot noi o thé tit khi gas di: tram khi dot.

T6i cam thdy nén nao khi bay vé phia d6. Nhitng anh den quét dé
ruc qua ctta, trén mai nha, sang cay cdi xung quanh. Toi biét dé la xe
canh sat dang phéng vun vut trén duong pho, khong cé coi hu nhung
co den nha. Nhu vay la sap co rac rdi to.

Mdy dtra ban t6i dap xudng, hup xudng that thdp nup va hoan hinh
sau nhitng bui ram ma tredc dé chu Ax va t6i da an minh khi bién
hinh. T6i ciing biét mdc du ca ddm déu da mét dir dir, nhung van phai
bién hinh lan ntta. Nhitng 16t hinh bién chién dau. Tui t6i khong the
liéu linh.

Ctra kinh v& vun. Hang ngan manh vun nam la liét trén 16i di bo.

<Ai do da dot nhap noi nay,> toi noi. <Mot ke hoang dai.>

<Cha cha. Ai ma xo6ng vao tram khi dot khong tién, khong hang
nhi?>Marco i Oi.

<C6 1€ ho khong tra noi hoa don khi d6t,> Rachel gop chuyén.

Bon ban ron rén di doc theo tram khi d6t nhu ganh xiéc rong. Toi
Iwon trén cao. Khong ai nup trong bui ram. Khong co6 tay ban tia nao
rinh trén mai nha.
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<Ky quai thiét,> t6i thot 1én. <Minh chang thay ai ca.> T6i ddp xudng
hang hién, bién hinh Andalite va nhap dam. Tui t6i nhon gét dam 1én
nhting manh thay tinh b€ va budc dén khung ctra bén trai roi di vao
toa nha.

<Oi troi,> toi nghe tiéng Rachel siing so.

T6i bude dén chd nhé. Hai chan sau mudn khuyu xudng.

Troi dat! Nhiing co thé — phai dén hang chuc nguoi dan 6ng, dan ba
mac dong phuc cta cong ty khi dot. Ho dang thoi thép. Ro rang la da
trai qua mot trén kich chién. Hinh nhu chang co6 ai tinh ca. Tui sén
Yeerk bo [6m ngom, héo hat trén san nha.

<Ailam diéu nay?> Jake tr& mat.
<Minh nghi hoi fgi sao thi dting hon,> Marco diéu chinh.

<Taylor,> Rachel qua quyét. <Nhung khong thé thé duoc. Mu cung
bi trdi voi tui minh ma. Pay 1a ké hoach ciia mu va mu can nhitng
ngwoi nay. Visser Ba chang?>

Toi tién lén trude, bon chan can than budc qua nhitng nguwoi dang
nam ngon ngang. Toi nghe tiéng coi canh sat hu tir xa va toi biét ho toi
day. Co th€ la canh sat that hodc canh sat muon xac. Chang cé thoi
gian ma nghi ngoi ntta. Tui toi phai rat lui thoi.

Nhung t6i van tién 1én. Vi triece khi nghe tiéng coi ha toi nghe c6
tiéng gi nhu tiéng hoi tho ¢ dang kia toa nha.

<Tobias, phai ra khéi day ngay.> Rachel h6i. <Tui minh hong co6 thoi
gian d€ tim hiéu viéc nay, it nhat la, hong phai lac nay.>

To6i khong quay lai ma Itrng khing di vao bén trong toa nha. Noi
may nén va may bom nam im lim, kéu ri 1.

T6i di theo tiéng dong. Cé canh ctta dan téi mot van phong nho. Toi
ngd vo. Va thdy... Cui tré chong lén ban, tay 6m ldy dau... Cassie
dang khéc. Chinh nho da tat gas va ctru song tui toi.

<Cassie, minh day.>To6i goi. Nho ngang lén, khong nhuc nhich.
<Cassie.>

Dung canh tay Andalite, t6i c6 nhdc nho ra khoi ghé. Nhé dung lén
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nhung t1 vao canh tay toi.
<Mau lén, Cassie. Tui minh can ra khoi day. Moi thit 6n r6i ma...>

Cassie thoi thut thit. Nho gat canh ta tdi va ding d6i mat téi. Mat
nhd do van va udt rugt, nhin cham chap vao mat téi. Nhitng giot
nudc mat ldn dai trén ma nho.

“Khong,” Cassie thét 1én. “Khong bao gio on ca.”
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Chuong 24

Ngay hom sau. Mat troi choi chang. Khi nong € hé, t6i da bay muoi
hai phuit ma khong can quat canh. C6 ca Rachel nita. Thién nhién da
ban cho tui t6i mot cudc bay tw do, phdng khoang.

Tui toi bay 1én mai. Cao dén d¢ khong thé nhin thay con moi & do
cao nay. Nhung that tuyét voi lam sao khi ma hai dta t6i la nhitng
chti chim duy nhat c6 mat o tit trén nay. Tai nghi chac l1a diéu hau that
thinh thoang cling can bt 1én.

Tai sao? Toi khong biét. C6 1é vi ching can nhin toan canh. Can cam
thay minh khong bi ¢4t vao thé€ gidi chat hep goi gon trong dong co
cua chung. Hay la ching mudn néi rong lanh dia cling nén... Hay la
chung mudn xem ching cé thé bay cao dén dau trudc khi khong khi
tro 1én qua loang.

Hoac cling co6 thé chung chang ¢ chit nhan thirc nao vé nhiing viéc
ching lam.

<Ra bai tdm cht?> Rachel .
<Um, thé€ vinh nhé thi sao?>

Tui t6i quay dau nhu may bay chién dau va ha thap xudng. Cay coi
va ngon doi ludt suon swot qua, dai dwong noi song xa bén dudi.

T6i nghi dén cai ma hd Bobby xém chét dudi, dén bai cat noi cha
cau bé om ghi cau vao long. Tram khi dot lot vao tam mat. N6 bi bao
quanh boi hang rao cdm cua canh sat. Ho van dang ban ron diéu tra.

T6i nghi vé gidy cudi cung thay Taylor phéng veo qua duong ham,
madi toc blp bé Barbie xda tung. Hinh &nh mu van 4m anh t6i, nhung
giong n6i mu da mat. Khong biét chi la nhat thoi hay mai mai. Toi
chua thé noi trede duoc.

Vinh nho 1a chon bi mat gan bai tam tui t6i kham phd ra, nhitng da
tang 16 nho, cao sdu mét trén mét bién. Nhitng ngudi di tam bién binh
thuwong khong thé biét noi nay. Ban can phai la chim mdéi t6i duoc
day.
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Rachel hoan hinh con t6i bién hinh thanh nguoi. Mat troi am ap.
Khong khi nong mui mu6i. Tui toi dang ¢ bén nhau...

“Khong cach gi tui minh biét duwgc,” Rachel ndi, hinh nhu cam dwoc
tam trang cua toi va biét tam tri toi dang & dau. “Tui minh da hanh
dong vai tin tic t6t nhét tui minh ¢6.”

“Minh khong chic,” tdi bao. “Bd cd ndi chuyén véi Cassie chua?
Nho c6 ké cho bo nghe chuyén gi xay ra khong?”

“Cé. Toi qua Jake dwa nhé vé nha. Nhung minh da gap nho sang

7

nay.

“Thé a?”

“Nho da lién lac voi thay Tidwell boi vi Jake bao nho ¢é thé canh
bado thay. Trong khi tui minh dao bdi duwong ham thi Cassie nodi
chuyén vé6i phe Yeerk 6n hoa. Doan coi, thay Tidwell néi gi véi nho?”

To6i nhudng mi.

“Thay Tidwell va nhitng Yeerk cha truong hoa binh hen nhau t6i

ving Yeerk nap dinh dudng, tién thé cung trao doi thong tin va lén ké
hoach.”

“Minh biét,” t6i s6t rudt cat ngang.

“Pung. Nhung tui minh khong biét ho da doi ké hoach di an va da
thoat khai bién c6 chiéu thir Bay chua...”

Nho ding that lau. Toi doan thé c6 nghia la gi.

“Thé lam sao Visser Ba biét tin? Han da giét bon phan tic trong
vong mot ngay — ca ‘bang thao khau Andalite’ lan Yeerk hoa binh. Hai
nhom, mot ké hoach.”

“U. Cassie nghi hdn mudn nhiéu hon mang séng ctia tui minh kia,”
nho ti€p. “Cassie cho rang, muu do cuia Visser Ba la lam suy yéu phe
Yeerk hoa binh, bang cach tiéu diét vat chu cua Yeerk vo tdi. Sau do
han sé thtta co réu rao rang ho chiu trach nhiém cho vu toan tinh lam
no tram khi d6t, khién nhiéu Yeerk thiét mang.”

“Pung la tén Visser gian 4c ma tyi minh ttng biét.”

“Néu c¢6 hy sinh vai Yeerk vo t6i thi han cting van hoi chan. Nho
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Taylor trong k& hoach nay ma han dong thoi tiéu trir tui minh luén.”

“Vay la Taylor hop tac véi Visser Ba tir dau téi cu6i. Mu gia bo
chdng lai han &€ du chting ta hop tac.” T6i tho dai, thay tic nguc qua.
“Sau nhiing viéc nay, minh cam thdy minh chang thé sang sudt duoc
ntra. Dang ra minh phai nhin ra toan cuc...”

“Hay, cho du b6 nghi gi, Tobias, thi Taylor ciing khong phai la trach
nhiém ctia bo. Véi lai, dau dé gi nhin ra toan canh.” Rachel tran an.
“Moi th xay ra qua nhanh. B6 can phai ra quyét dinh tot nhat r6i ci
thé bi cudn di. La minh chac minh cling lam thé néu thay can.”

“Sao b6 noi vay?”

“Véi minh, d6 la ban nang. Minh hiéu ching ta phai dao duong
ham. Té ra minh dung nhung ly giai sai. Gia st tui minh khong dinh
liu dén Taylor, Cassie khong biét ké hoach nay, khong bao cho thay
Tidwell, sé khong lo lang cho tui minh. Nhung nhé da lam. Két qua la
mot loat nhitng sy viéc dang ra khong xay ra lai xay ra. Cudi cung la
Yeerk hoa binh dwoc cttu. Hay coi do6 1a thang loi — mot cudc dau tw
tot.”

“Cassie phai m¢t minh chién dau vdi ca nhom nguoi ma bo nghi la
diéu tot u?”

“Di nhién la khong,” Rachel cam dong. “Nhung con do hon hai con
quy Visser Ba va Taylor.”

T6i ngdi xudng mom da. Séng vo ao at. Gié quat manh, nhung toi
co Rachel k&€ bén.

Co thé t6i yéu dudi day, nhung it ra toi da ty do. Su lwa chon 1a cua
toi, cho du nd la cai gi.

Liéu Taylor c6 di tong? C6 1€ mu da chui qua 16 vom vao viing
Yeerk? Hay mu nap trong hdc ham nao dé cho tdi khi ap suat khi tan
di? Hodc tim dwoc mot vach da va bo 1én? Liéu mu Yeerk — va nhat 1a
Taylor-co gai — ¢ con song?

“Ta khong bao gio biét chinh xac sy thé sé dién ra nhu thé nao,” toi
két luan.

Mot canh cay bi gid cudn t6i mat da. Khong hen ma ca toi va Rachel
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cing vuon ra chgn né lai. Tay ching t6i khé cham vao nhau. T6i nam
tay nho. Canh cay bay ngang qua ching toi va roi xudng mot khe ntit.

“Dting,” nhé tra 1di va mim cwoi. “Ich gi khi lo lang chuyén 18 ra
minh phai lam gi. Qud khtt 1a qua khit, Tobias. T6i luon di.”

1
L] Linbergh (4/2/1902-26/8/1974) la phi cong My, duoc biét la nguoi dau tién bay tiv My
(New Yoirk) qua Phap (Paris) khong nghi vao ngay 20-21/5/1927.

cay tam ma (nettle): loai cay dai c6 16ng trén 1a, dung vao la gay man dé va ngura rat.

Big bang: chi vu n6 cyc 16n, duoc cho 1a nguyén nhan hinh thanh nén Trai dat ngay
nay.

Escherichia coli (thuong duoc viét tat 1a E. coli) 1a mot trong nhiing loai vi khuan chinh
ky sinh trong duong rudt ctia dong vat mau nong (bao gom chim va dong vat c6 va). Vi
khuan nay can thiét trong qua trinh tiéu hoa thic an va la thanh phéan cua khuén lac rudt. Su
c6 mat ctia E. coli trong nudc ngam 1a mot chi thi thuong gép cho 6 nhiém phan. E. coli thudc
ho vi khuan Enterobacteriaceae va thuong dugc sit dung lam sinh vat mo hinh cho cac nghién
ctru vé vi khuan. (NDBS)
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